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Description automatically generated]Church and Society
Synod Update Spring 2023
	Church and Society helps the URC to engage with the most pressing issues facing society
	020 7916 8632 // tweet @URCcas
church.society@urc.org.uk
www.urc.org.uk/church-society



Please share these items with your congregations. Each item is designed for easy insertion into a church bulletin or webpage. You can find PowerPoint slides to accompany each item at bit.ly/casupdate.
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Description automatically generated]Greening your church
The URC’s new Environmental Policy has set a target of the Church being net-zero in our carbon emissions by 2030, as part of our commitment to caring for God’s creation.
There are lots of ways that your church can move towards this goal. Watch our new video to help you on your eco journey.
Watch or download the video here: linktr.ee/ecovideo
We’re delighted that 30% of URCs across the country have registered with Eco Church (or Eco-Congregation in Scotland), but we’d like that to be 100%, and for all congregations to be working towards their ‘Bronze’ award or beyond. The most recent recipient of a ‘Bronze’ award is Glastonbury URC – congratulations! We have 50 churches that have reached Silver and four have received their Gold award. Our Synods are also on this journey. West Midlands Synod is working towards Silver.
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Description automatically generated]Don’t lose your vote!
The rules around voting in general elections in Britain and for local elections in England and Wales are changing. In addition to being registered on the electoral roll, from 4 May 2023 you must also produce an approved form of identity card at the polling station to be able to vote.
Could you display our poster in your church or community space to let people know about the change? And could you consider offering help to someone in your neighbourhood who might not currently have appropriate ID?
Find out more here: jpit.uk/voterid
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Description automatically generated]Just Economics
What should the goal of the economy be? Why isn’t our current system enabling people to flourish, especially as the cost of living crisis bites? Could a change in approach help us solve the climate crisis? What does our Christian faith have to say about the economy? 
‘Just Economics’ is a six-week, Bible-based course written by the Joint Public Issues Team, using non-technical language to help individuals or small groups explore how the economy might be re-shaped to enable the wellbeing of all people and the planet. jpit.uk/justeconomics 
[image: Logo of Warm Welcome]Warm spaces
During the cold months, churches, libraries and other community hubs have created a welcoming environment for anyone to drop in for a warm welcome. 
Some were able to provide activities or hot food and drinks. All were showing that they cared about the wellbeing of their neighbours.
We’ve heard about ‘Toastie Tuesdays’ at Halstead URC in Essex. This has been so valued by the community that it might even continue into the summer (as toasties can be enjoyed throughout the year!).
The Chapel on the Hill in East Sussex has been offering hot food and drinks two days a week, letting people charge their devices and using the church’s public Wi-Fi connection.
If you have been running a Warm Space, please take 10 minutes to fill in this short survey from the Warm Welcome network: bit.ly/warmsurvey
We’d love to hear your stories of how these projects have benefited your neighbourhood. And we continue to work and pray for a society where everyone can afford to heat their own homes whenever they wish.
Email us: church.society@urc.org.uk
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Description automatically generated]10 minutes on…
Hear Christian responses to major news items, topical issues and current affairs affecting our society on the Ten Minutes on… podcast from the Joint Public Issues Team.
To listen, search for ‘Ten Minutes on’ in your podcast app, or go to our website to listen directly: jpit.uk/podcast.
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