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July 2023
News from the Wessex Synod





	Wessex Synod Moderator Interview Prayers

	Please pray for all those involved in the interview process for a new Wessex Synod Moderator over the next couple of months.  

	General Assembly Feedback Zoom session 

	Tuesday 19th September at 7pm on Zoom
Below is a link to an Assembly Business Digest, from Church House Communications. It’s a good place to start to get a general idea of what happened at General Assembly 2023 and is also useful for church magazines.
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Assembly-Business-Digest-2023-FINAL.pdf
We will be hosting a Zoom gathering to discuss this more. Wessex representatives from Assembly 2023 will also be in attendance, where it is hoped we can have some informal discussion on some of the topics of this year’s General Assembly. Hope to see you there.
Zoom link will open at 6.45pm: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84102890375?pwd=UGVGa25NKzQwdnE1WEhSQzFrcEdoQT09
Meeting ID: 841 0289 0375
Passcode: 875586

	Data Protection Training 

	Mary Fallah at Church House will be conducting data protection training for and local church officers in September and November.

You can register for the September dates by clicking the link below:
Registration link:
https://forms.office.com/e/sLTJHCVs4y
Registration will be available until Friday 25 August, 5pm.

You can register for the November dates by clicking the link below: 
Registration link:
https://forms.office.com/e/87eYsCH680
Registration will be available until Monday 25 September, 5pm.

If there are any complications with the registration please contact Mary Fallah on mary.fallah@urc.org.uk

	The United Reformed Church: A Paradoxical Church at a Crossroads

	As part of the Church Life Review, Theos were engaged to consult with churches regarding the life of the United Reformed Church.
Please find a link to this report on the Theos website. Booklets can also be ordered directly with Theos if you would prefer a paper copy. Some copies will be available at the Synod Meeting in October. 
The United Reformed Church: A Paradoxical Church at a Crossroads - Theos Think Tank - Understanding faith. Enriching society.

	National Church Awards 2023

	The National Church Awards 2023 are open for submissions. 
The awards are open to all churches, chapels and meeting houses across the UK, of any denomination or age. 
There are four categories (architecture, maintenance, volunteers and tourism).
I have attached our launch press release. I’ve also attached a sample of our social media (or for use elsewhere) assets. There are a variety to choose from, with images of churches, chapels, people, repair work etc. They can be downloaded from this Google folder:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y0OVQOr2DtKJfJZG-FxY2D3AQQQAOeRo/view?usp=drive_link
If you could share on social media that would be great. Please do tag us in on whichever platform you use, or use the hashtag #NationalChurchAwards
If you could add an article into your digital or printed newsletter that would also be wonderful. Do let me know if you need any more information, but feel free to take anything you need in terms of category descriptions or FAQs from our website : https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/awards2023

	RECONNECT!

	A URC event for 20-40s Saturday 
16th September 2023 – 10am-4.30pm – Westminster College, Cambridge 
The first URC event for those in their 20s-40s, generously funded by the URC's Discipleship Development Fund. 
Reconnect! is a discipleship event with worship, Bible study, panel discussion and small-group discussions. 
It aims to provide a space for 20-40 year olds to make connections with other Christians, to share in fellowship, and to discuss church life and faith in the context of life in this age bracket. 
It is hoped to establish an ongoing supportive network that will nourish people in their everyday discipleship and local church life. 
Who is this for? Anyone in their 20s-40s who is connected with or interested in the URC, particularly those who have recently left Youth Assembly and those who do not have much contact with a local URC. 
When will it be? Saturday 16th September 2023 with the option of staying over from 6pm the night before (Friday 15th) if you are coming from a distance. 
Where will it take place? At Westminster College in Cambridge, one of the URC's Resource Centres for Learning. 
Why is it happening? The report from the 20-40s task group to General Assembly in 2018 explored the reasons for the lack of 20-40 year olds in traditional churches and emphasised the need to walk together in community. Lack of engagement with traditional church is not a problem that needs fixing, but rather a call to find new ways forward together. 
Reconnect! will be an opportunity for those in their 20s-40s to worship and socialise together, but also to think together about future discipleship and fellowship events and how the URC might better support and encourage those in this age-group. 
Book your place at: http://bit.ly/45WqyZ3 

	Celebrate God’s Gifts on Disability Awareness 
Sunday 17th September 2023

	Christian disability inclusion charity ‘Through the Roof’ is offering free resources for Disability Awareness Sunday on the 17th September 2023 (or a day of your choice). All churches are invited to celebrate the unique gifts God gives to each one of us – including disabled people. Follow this link to request a free resource pack:
https://throughtheroof.org/forchurches/disability-awareness-sunday/
In the UK approximately 20% of the population has a disability (Family Resources Survey, 2021). Yet our churches do not always reflect that percentage – especially not in leadership and other roles serving in the church. We are all ‘fearfully and wonderfully made’ by God and we are ‘all parts of the body of Christ’.
Is your church or Christian community including disabled people in its ministry?
– by enabling the God-given gifts and talents of disabled people to be shared with others.
You can use Disability Awareness Sunday as a positive message to disabled people.
We invite each church congregation to celebrate disabled people and to use the free resources we have produced to hold a 2023 Disability Awareness Sunday service or event. 
There are two sets of free Disability Awareness Sunday resources available:
1. For your first event: we recommend using the full resource pack from 2022, on the Luke 5 account of the paralysed man going through the roof, with suggestions for a complete service and 8 videos.
1. For a further event: use the new 2023 resource on ‘The unique gifts God gives us’, with a service outline and a short video of Ashleigh: a Roofbreaker disability champion who overcomes barriers.
Ashleigh is a fantastic example of a disabled person using her gifts to serve in the church, as she helps lead the Edinburgh Roofbreaker Network. In the new video, Ashleigh shares her inspirational message that “it’s so important to use the gifts God has given you as you – not as the person you think you need to be.”
Katie Mobbs, Through the Roof’s Roofbreaker Team Leader, who is a wheelchair user, says “A church without disabled people is an incomplete church. We need disabled people – especially in leadership – because they know what is needed to make the path clear for more disabled people; there is also a lot that can be gained by the whole church.”
Join us in raising awareness by holding a Disability Awareness Sunday service or event this year, recognising and valuing the gifts and talents God gives to disabled people.
Access the free resources here, including free Disability Awareness postcards to order for your event.
Through the Roof is a Christian disability inclusion charity whose name is inspired by the Bible account in Luke 5. Our mission is to transform lives through Jesus with disabled people. For more information, visit www.throughtheroof.org or @TTRChangesLives.

	Protective Security Measures for Places of Worship

	The government has announced that places of worship will receive £28 million in government funding to help keep them and their attendees safe. The funding is available this year through two schemes. Applications are now open and will close on 15 August.
The Home Office is holding online engagement events to promote the launch of the two schemes. Each event will provide attendees with an introduction to both schemes, details on how to apply and an opportunity for Q&A:
· 25 Jul – 6:00 – 7:30pm (In association with the Mayor's Office for Policing and Crime)
·  27 Jul – 11:00am – 12:30pm
The Home Office is encouraging councils to promote the engagement events with faith-based community representatives in their local area and with networks who have experienced hate crime, or feel they are vulnerable to it.




	Job Opportunities

	[bookmark: _Hlk140743078]Guildford URC – Community Worker Vacancy

	Guildford URC has a vacancy for a Community Worker to drive the development of community activities and engagement that positively impact the lives of people in our local community with a specific focus on those living with dementia and their carers, and those who experience social isolation.
Salary £24,000 - £28,000 pro rata
18-24 hours per week - flexible
For full details contact the Church Secretary: secretary@guildfordurc.org.uk 
Closing date: 31st July 2023
Interviews: 7th August

	High Cross Church, Camberley - Residential Church Caretaker

	This is a Full-Time role.
The salary reflects market rates, and benefits include the rent-free and service-free provision of accommodation.  The accommodation is a two-bedroomed apartment located on site.
Closing Date – 7th August 2023
We are looking for a full-time Church Caretaker to exercise on behalf of the Church membership a duty of care for people who enter the Church premises. This will include responsibility for the security of the church building, setting up rooms as required for hirers and church use, basic maintenance of the church, garden and equipment, as required and directed by the Office Manager.
The successful candidate will:
· Be self-motivated and flexible
· Be a team player but able to work effectively unsupervised when required
· Be able to prioritise workload and manage time effectively
· Have good practical skills to attend to small repairs
· Take pride in looking after our buildings
· Be willing to learn about important policies such as Health and Safety and then help implement them where required
We are a Church at the heart of Camberley and very much part of the community. Our church family is made up of a diverse group of people drawn from various backgrounds. Applicants must be sympathetic to the values of High Cross Church.
For a full job description please contact the Church Office.
Application notes
Closing date for Applications and CVs to be received by 7th August
Interviews will be the week beginning 14th August
The successful candidate will need a DBS check and we will require references.
Send your CV and covering letter to the church office:-
High Cross Church, Knoll Road, Camberley Surrey GU15 3SY
Tel: 01276 66798   d.welch@highcross.org 

	URC Job opportunities

	The URC has the following vacancy:
Moderator – Wessex Synod
Moderator – National Synod of Wales
All available vacancies can be viewed here: https://urc.org.uk/jobs/ 

	Westminster College is Seeking an Honorary Treasurer to help Shape the Future!

	Following the retirement of its long-standing member, Westminster College is seeking a dedicated and experienced individual to fill the role of Honorary Treasurer.
The Honorary Treasurer is a Governor of the College. They have a crucial role in shaping Westminster, as it continues to provide a vibrant and inclusive learning community pivotal to the URC. Some flexibility of role responsibilities exist, but broadly includes:
· Reviewing financial statements, budgets and financial policies to maintain transparency and accountability.
· Collaborating with the College Executive and Management Committee in its development and implementation of effective financial strategies aligned with the college's mission and goals.
· Providing regulatory oversight of the financial affairs in collaboration with the Management Committee and the Board of Governors.
· Providing strategic financial guidance to ensure the college's long-term sustainability and growth.
· Attending four Management Committee meetings and four Board of Governors Meetings each year, as well as occasional ad hoc meetings or events as required.
In supporting compliance of the College's financial management, the role requires:
· Strong financial expertise, ideally gained through professional experience or relevant qualifications.
· Commitment to the United Reformed Church and an understanding of its values and ethos.
· Passion for the development of Westminster College as a Resource Centre for Learning, and a desire to contribute to its ongoing success.
· High levels of integrity, professionalism, and attention to detail.
If you are excited about the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of students, staff, and the wider community through your financial expertise, we would love to hear from you. To discuss the position or to apply please contact bursar@westmisnter.cam.ac.uk.

	GOOD NEWS STORY

	Mental Health First Aid training

	I have used my skills learnt on the 2-day Mental Health First Aider course a great deal at my place of employment, and they’ve invested in the refresher training for me already.  More than that, my employer is also getting a further five members of staff fully trained up and we will be forming a MHFA working group to hold monthly events encouraging our workforce to be open about mental health and signposting resources as best we can.
Chris Campbell, Maidenhead URC, completed the Mental Health First Aider training with Wessex Synod in October 2019.  
I’d like to thank you and Wessex for the opportunity to do this training. It really has been incredibly helpful and has helped many people already.

	






Upcoming Synod events
Bookings for all events and training courses to
Ruth Heine at the Synod Office
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513

	First Aid Training – British Red Cross Awareness course for URC

	Saturday 9 September 2023 at Shanklin URC, Isle of Wight. 
Arrivals 9.30am for a prompt start at 10am.  Finish at 5pm. Bring your own lunch.
Booking is essential.

	Stepwise Faith Filled Life – online group starting in the Autumn

	This online group will be starting in the Autumn.  The zoom sessions will be on Mondays 7pm – 9pm.  The introductory session will be on 2nd October with 8 further sessions, approx. every 3 weeks.  Faith Filled Life is the first of the Stepwise streams. 
Poster to download with the dates.
Register your interest before 12 September by completing a participant form.  
Further information about Stepwise. 

	



Safeguarding

	
Safeguarding Training – Flowchart

	The flowchart gives an overview of the various safeguarding training courses on offer and has a table which shows the mandatory level of safeguarding training for various roles within the URC.  The flowchart is on the Synod website.

	Safeguarding Newsletter – July 2023

	Read the latest newsletter from the Safeguarding Team at Church House.

	
Safeguarding Training – Refresher course - online

	A new Refresher safeguarding training course is now available for people who completed the Foundation and Intermediate level training 3 to 4 years ago.  The Refresher course works best as in-person training.  If your church would like to host a Refresher course, please contact your CYDO to discuss dates.
Meanwhile, an online safeguarding refresher course will be held this Autumn. Publicity poster.  This refresher training takes place across 3 sessions.  
Thursdays, 7pm – 9pm on 19 October, 2 November and 16 November 2023.
Booking is essential.  

	

Safeguarding Training – Refresher courses in person

	In-person Refresher Safeguarding training courses on 
New date - Saturday 23 September 2023 at Westborough URC, Guildford.
Saturday 11 November 2023 at Radipole URC, Weymouth.  Publicity poster.
Saturday 25 November 2023 at Salisbury URC.  Publicity poster.
Bookings via the website - Safeguarding page.
If your church would like to host a safeguarding training day, please contact your CYDO to talk about dates.

	
Safeguarding Training – Foundation and intermediate course 

	Saturday 16 September 2023 at Collinwood Rd URC, Oxford, OX3 8HW.
Hot off the press – new date for in-person training.  Further details to follow.
This is the one-day combined safeguarding training course.  10am – 4pm.

	National Safeguarding Training courses – various topics 

	On zoom.  Safeguarding training organised by Church House.  Please see the poster for dates and times of the sessions.
· Refugees and Asylum Seekers
· Substance Abuse and the impact on Safeguarding
· Suicide Awareness
· Domestic Abuse
· Modern Day Slavery
· Safeguarding for Ministers supporting survivors
· Adult Safeguarding
To book, please email:   Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk   

	Training for DBS verifiers and safer recruitment 

	Are you a DBS Verifier for your church?
Are you involved in the recruitment of staff or volunteers?
DDC and the Training Coordinator for Safeguarding at the URC will be hosting training sessions online for DBS Verifiers and sessions for Safer Recruitment on the following dates and times.  
The sessions will be delivered on zoom and will run back to back so you can come to both parts or just one part whichever is relevant to your role.  If you would like to book on please email:  emma.pearce@urc.org.uk
September 12th     6.30pm – 8.30pm
November 15th      1.30pm – 3.30pm
Further information about training content on the poster.
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Mental Health First Aid training – Shanklin URC, IoW

	Become a certified Mental Health First Aider.  Two-day course in-person.
Thursday 26 October and Friday 27 October 2023.  
Shanklin URC, Isle of Wight.   Booking is essential.

	
Mental Health First Aid – Refresher training

	Tuesday 12 September 2023.  10am – 1pm.  Westborough URC, Guildford.
This refresher training is for individuals who completed the 2-day mental health first aider course with Wessex Synod in previous years.  Booking is essential.

	
Mental Health First Aid training – with Peter Larkum

	Become a certified Mental Health First Aider.  Two-day courses in-person or online equivalent which includes four live zoom sessions with the trainer.  
Become a certified Youth Mental Health First Aider.  This two-day in-person course or online equivalent qualifies you as a MHFA with a specific focus on how that relates to younger people.
Training dates and further information for all courses with trainer Peter Larkum can be found .  
Wessex Synod will cover the cost of the MHFAider training courses.  
Please register via Wessex Synod, not direct, and preferably no later than 10 days before the start of the training course.  
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to receive the link to register on the course.  




	


Development and Support

	From your DSOs

	Development and Support Officers Mary and Ray continue to support churches, elderships and ministers, individually and through their work with the pastoral committees. 
If you or your church feels that the DSOs can be of assistance, please do be in touch with them.
Ray Stanyon – dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk
Mary Thomas – dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk

	

Children’s and Youth Events and Training

	Bi-monthly Newsletter – July 2023

	Bi-monthly Newsletter – July from the Children’s and Youth Team at Church House.

	
Youth Beach Day

	Saturday 12 August 2023.  For young people 16 – 25 years.
West Wittering Beach, near Chichester.  2pm – 8pm.
The Synod youth Executive invite young people associated with the URC to join them for a day at the beach, sunshine, swimming, BBQ, Bible and worship.
Bookings via the Synod website.  

	
Godly Play training – bookings now open

	Become a Godly Play Practitioner.  Accredited in-person training for story tellers.  The course will take place across 3 days 10-12 October 2023 at London Street URC, Basingstoke.  Further information and bookings (RSVP) via the Synod website.

	

Talking About … 

	The next Talking About … will be in September.  
Further details to follow in due course.

	

Family Film Night – new resource – The Lorax

	The Lorax is the next Family Film Night resource to have been added to the Synod website to download and use.  These exciting resources are designed for families to have fun and explore big questions together, all based around a family friendly film.  Each film night has a main theme and follows the same pattern.  Watch the film together, have fun doing the activities and then explore using the wondering questions.  For families who want to link to the Bible, there are ‘going deeper’ wondering questions to use.  This resource can also be used in Sunday Schools, messy church, bible study groups and school assemblies.  Why not consider hosting a family film night and inviting your community to come along?
Free to download from the Synod website. 

	Youth Assembly 2024

	26 – 28 January 2024 at Whitemoor Lakes, Alrewas, Staffs.
Youth Assembly is a fabulous weekend for young people aged 14 plus and gives them an opportunity to discuss, explore and have their voices heard on a variety of issues.
Wessex will fully fund all places (at the early bird rate) and will organise transport too.
Last year the Synod Youth Exec took a large group and we hope to do this again. 
Please contact your CYDO for more information and advertise this widely with your young people.
Publicity flier.  A4 poster for display.
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Other News

	
Discipleship Development Fund Large Grant – applications welcome

	We are delighted that the latest Discipleship Development Fund Large Grant Group received 3 applications, including one from a local congregation. 
We would like to encourage more applications as we have money available to support lay discipleship. The opportunities, experiences and events that we have supported so far are many and varied. 
The application form is easy to fill in. Local congregations need to agree the application at a Church Meeting and get Synod support. Jenny Mills is willing to have conversations about checking out eligibility, if that is ever needed, in which case please email jenny.mills@urc.org.uk  
More information available: https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/developing-your-faith/discipleship-development-fund/ 
Video giving more information about the Grant: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQ8ODOW3rA0 

	
Wessex Synod – Big Day Out – Save the Date: 4th May 2024

	Our 2024 Big Day Out will be Saturday 4th May 2024 at Hollycombe Steam in the Country.
Please hold the date and think about who you will bring to join us for a fun filled day of activities and worship.
If you would like to be on the group organising this, then please contact Karen, Synod Clerk on clerk@urcwessex.org.uk

	Appreciating Church – Annual Conference – 30th September 2023

	Appreciating Church is running a conference on 30th September 2023, with a theme of “Appreciating the tough stuff”. It will be a day full of inspiration and wisdom from AI practitioners, including speakers and interactive workshops. It will be a hybrid conference, with an online (Zoom) and onsite (Priory Rooms, Birmingham) conference running in parallel. Much thought has been given to the hybrid nature of this conference, and will be tailored, separately, to both parties of attendees. 
The cost of either conference is £100 until 30th June (so get bookings in quickly!), £130 after that.
If you have any further questions, please do note hesitate to contact enquiries@appreciating.church 
Poster available here

	


URC News Update

	View July/August News Update here
News Update is seeking anything of interest for the denomination as a whole from across the country – and the nations.
Any news/photos/event information for the next edition should be sent to:
ann-marie.nye@urc.org.uk
You can subscribe to News Update via the link on the URC website.

	
Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter

	View Issue 3: June 2023 of Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter

	
Joint Public Issues Team

	View newsletter 
edition 153 (June) here
Edition 154 (July) here

	
Churches Together in England Newsletter

	Latest newsletter available here: https://cte.org.uk/enews/ 

	
REMINDERS

	
2023 Autumn Synod Meeting

	Saturday 14th October
	In Person all day
	Richmond Hill St Andrew’s, Bournemouth

	
Dates for your Diary – 2024 Synod Meetings 

	The dates for 2024 will be as follows: 
Tuesday 20th February (online in the evening)
Thursday 25th April (online in the evening)
Saturday 12th October (in person, all day, venue tbc)

	
Wessex Synod – Big Day Out – Save the Date: 4th May 2024

	Our 2024 Big Day Out will be Saturday 4th May 2024 at Hollycombe Steam in the Country.
Please hold the date and think about who you will bring to join us for a fun filled day of activities and worship.
If you would like to be on the group organising this, then please contact Karen, Synod Clerk on clerk@urcwessex.org.uk

	



Does your church have a good news story?

	If your church has something it would like to share with people via the Synod Website page “Stories from our Churches”, please send the article to the Synod Office and we will publish it on that page.
NB If using photographs please ensure you have signed permission from those people featured for it to be published on the Synod Website (not just for your own personal church’s use) and supply this at the same time as submitting the article.
New Stories are added as when they are received, so do keep an eye on the page regularly. 

	



Prayer Calendar

	August

	6
	· Bournemouth International Church
· Camberley: High Cross 

	13
	· Brill
· Bournemouth: East Cliff

	20
	· Channel Islands: Jersey: St John
· Egham: United Church of Egham 

	27
	· Henley-on-Thames: Christ Church
· Fareham
· Weymouth: Hope

	September

	3
	· Bournemouth: Iford
· Elstead

	10
	· Hungerford
· Gosport United Reformed Church St Columba

	17
	· Bournemouth: Southbourne: Immanuel
· Fleet




	24
	· Marsh Gibbon
· Bridport: United Church 

	Items for the next edition to office@urcwessex.org.uk
by 12noon on Monday 17th July 2023
Please submit news items in the form of:
a heading; date and venue details; a brief descriptive sentence and a website link.
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