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August 2023
News from the Wessex Synod





	Wessex Synod Moderator Interview Prayers

	Please pray for all those involved in the interview process for a new Wessex Synod Moderator over the next couple of months.  

	Building Forum Conference – 26th September
‘Working Towards Net Zero’

	The next Buildings Forum Conference will be on 26 September 2023, 
8pm - 9.30pm: Working Towards Net Zero.
It will focus on environmental issues for church buildings, and we will be hearing from the URC’s Assembly appointed Net Zero Task Group and from churches who are on the journey.
For further information and to register your interest please email: mission@urc.org.uk including your name and email address and which church you belong to or are representing, if appropriate.
Information about the Buildings Forum and recordings of previous webinars can be found at: www.urcbuildingsforum.co.uk.

	‘Gospel Voices’ in Dorset seek new members

	‘Gospel Voices’, formerly called The St Martin’s Community Gospel Choir, is based at St Martin’s URC in West Moors and started in 2018.   It is made up of singers from a number of different churches in Dorset and has sung in a selection of churches and at a variety of civic and community events around East Dorset, as well as regularly participating in concerts at St Martin’s. The choir has a varied repertoire.  During the pandemic members of the choir took part in the creation of ‘virtual’ concerts on-line. 
The choir are currently recruiting new members as there are a number of exciting engagements in the forthcoming period. 
Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from 7pm till 8.30pm. 
There is no audition. 
Please visit www.urc-eastdorset.org.uk and click on Gospel Voices button if you are interested in singing with us. 
The choir are willing to perform in other churches in the area.  If you would like the choir to come to your church, please email stm.gospelchoir@urc-eastdorset.org.uk or ring Christopher on 07771 617363.  We ask that our expenses are reimbursed when visiting other churches.

	Hymn Books sought

	Marlow URC are looking for some additional hymn books, both large print and full music copy, maybe 10 of each. If your church has some to spare, Marlow would be prepared to make a donation and take them off your hands. 
Please contact the church as follows:
Martin Beck – mbeck944@aol.com
David Downing – revmandm@gmail.com 

	Astrophotography and God’s Creation

	Astronomy had been on my “To Do in Retirement” list for several years and would have probably stayed there for the decade and a half until my working life transitioned, but for my wife’s inspired suggestion to get myself a telescope for my 50th birthday.  After lots of research (all on-line due to Covid) I decided on astrophotography – partly to overcome the high levels of light pollution in my back garden and partly because I knew that most deep sky targets appear as mere grey smudges in the eyepiece, where cameras can pick out all the detail and colour.
What I hadn’t expected was that looking at and photographing the stars, nebulae and galaxies would bring new levels of awe in my appreciation of God’s creation.  As you start to understand the sheer scale, complexity and age of the universe it can either make you feel small and insignificant, or it can make you realise just how special you are in God’s eyes.  The words in Psalm 8, “When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?” hold new meaning as you consider the heavens more deeply.  
When you start researching, astronomy can also help to validate the Bible stories historically.  Many of the events in the Bible are backed up by modern astronomy – Ezekiel’s fire coincides with a huge peak in Aurorae around the same date, there are many candidates for the Star of Bethlehem, and what of the end-times imagery in Revelation?
As well as photographing the stars, I now do talks on the stars and hope to increase people's faith by bringing them to a deeper understanding of the beauty of science that God built into His creation.  My first talk, “Stars in the Bible” is a light but thought-provoking dive into many of the star references in the Bible, which become more awesome with a bit of astronomy added in.  My second talk, “Biblical Signs and Astronomy” takes a deeper dive into some of the weirder astronomical references in the Bible.  If you would like to find out more, please visit my website: kenpittsastro.wixsite.com/astrotalks
Flier available here




	Journey of the Magi – a festive, light-hearted, joyful event with a moving and profound message  

	Springs Dance Company still have dates available for their much loved Christmas production ‘Journey of the Magi’.
Share the joy and wonder of Christmas with your church and local community through this exhilarating, critically acclaimed performance. The show offers a bridge between contemporary life and Jesus’s birth, comparing our own personal journey to Christmas day with the journey that the wise men took. With sparkle and songs to keep the children entertained and bags of good humour for the grown-ups, Journey of the Magi delights audiences of all ages and offer a chance to reflect and refocus.
“Absolutely fabulous show. Wonderful mix of fun, wit, and meaning. It made me laugh and it made me cry all in a couple of minutes. (Hope you'll come back)" - Richard, Poynton Methodist Church  
Springs is inviting churches to host a performance of Journey of the Magi, which will be available nationally during Advent 2023.
Further information can be found on the Springs Dance Company website page https://springsdancecompany.org.uk/productions/journey-of-the-magi/, by emailing touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk or by calling 07775 628442. 

	






Upcoming Synod events
Bookings for all events and training courses to
Ruth Heine at the Synod Office
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513

	Stepwise Faith Filled Life – online group starting in the Autumn

	This online group will be starting in the Autumn.  The zoom sessions will be on Mondays 7pm – 9pm.  The introductory session will be on 2nd October with 8 further sessions, approx. every 3 weeks.  Faith Filled Life is the first of the Stepwise streams. 
Poster to download with the dates.
Register your interest before 12 September by completing a participant form.  
Further information about Stepwise. 

	
Food Hygiene Level 2 training

	Our colleagues at Guildford Baptist Church are offering food hygiene training, at Guildford Baptist Church, GU2 4BE. 
I have set dates for the next food hygiene course and the plan is for the event to be over 2 Monday evenings rather than a whole day at Guildford Baptist Church.
In summary - if you have never completed a food hygiene course and need to complete the whole course then please come to both dates (week one on 4/9/23) if you have completed a course in the previous 3 years and your certificate is coming to an end then you can come to week two (on 11/09/23).
Bookings:  https://guildfordbaptist.churchsuite.com/events/qm8lwiej    Cost £20.  
Any queries or questions do call or message me on 07859 143365.  Emma Brackley.

	



Safeguarding

	
Safeguarding Training – Flowchart

	The flowchart gives an overview of the various safeguarding training courses on offer and has a table which shows the mandatory level of safeguarding training for various roles within the URC.  The flowchart is on the Synod website.

	Safeguarding Newsletter – July 2023

	Read the latest newsletter from the Safeguarding Team at Church House.

	
Safeguarding Training – Refresher course - online

	A new Refresher safeguarding training course is now available for people who completed the Foundation and Intermediate level training 3 to 4 years ago.  The Refresher course works best as in-person training.  If your church would like to host a Refresher course, please contact your CYDO to discuss dates.
Meanwhile, an online safeguarding refresher course will be held this Autumn. Publicity poster.  This refresher training takes place across 3 sessions.  
Thursdays, 7pm – 9pm on 19 October, 2 November and 16 November 2023.
Booking is essential.  

	

Safeguarding Training – Refresher courses in person

	In-person Refresher Safeguarding training courses on 
New date - Saturday 23 September 2023 at Westborough URC, Guildford.
Saturday 11 November 2023 at Radipole URC, Weymouth.  Publicity poster.
Saturday 25 November 2023 at Salisbury URC.  Publicity poster.
Bookings via the website - Safeguarding page  or  bookings@urcwessex.org.uk

	

Safeguarding Training – Foundation and intermediate course 

	Saturday 16 September 2023 at Collinwood Rd URC, Oxford, OX3 8HW.
This is one-day combined safeguarding training course delivered in the room.  
10am – 4pm.  Arrivals and registration from 9.30am for a prompt start at 10am.
Bring your own lunch.  Tea/coffee will be provided.
Publicity poster.
If your church would like to host a safeguarding training day, please contact your CYDO to talk about dates.

	National Safeguarding Training courses – various topics 

	On zoom.  Safeguarding training organised by Church House.  Please see the poster for dates and times of the sessions.
· Refugees and Asylum Seekers
· Substance Abuse and the impact on Safeguarding
· Suicide Awareness
· Domestic Abuse
· Modern Day Slavery
· Safeguarding for Ministers supporting survivors
· Adult Safeguarding
To book, please email:   Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk   

	Training for DBS verifiers and safer recruitment 

	Are you a DBS Verifier for your church?
Are you involved in the recruitment of staff or volunteers?
DDC and the Training Coordinator for Safeguarding at the URC will be hosting training sessions online for DBS Verifiers and sessions for Safer Recruitment on the following dates and times.  
The sessions will be delivered on zoom and will run back to back so you can come to both parts or just one part whichever is relevant to your role.  If you would like to book on please email:  emma.pearce@urc.org.uk
September 12th     6.30pm – 8.30pm
November 15th      1.30pm – 3.30pm
Further information about training content on the poster.
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Mental Health First Aid training – Shanklin URC, IoW

	Become a certified Mental Health First Aider.  Two-day course in-person.
Thursday 26 October and Friday 27 October 2023.  9.30am – 5.30pm
Shanklin URC, Isle of Wight.   Booking is essential. 

	

Mental Health First Aid – Refresher training

	Tuesday 12 September 2023.  10am – 1pm.  Westborough URC, Guildford.
This refresher training is for individuals who completed the 2-day mental health first aider course with Wessex Synod in previous years.  Booking is essential.

	
Mental Health First Aid training – with Peter Larkum

	Become a certified Mental Health First Aider.  Two-day courses in-person or online equivalent which includes four live zoom sessions with the trainer.  
Become a certified Youth Mental Health First Aider.  This two-day in-person course or online equivalent qualifies you as a MHFA with a specific focus on how that relates to younger people.
Training dates and further information for all courses with trainer Peter Larkum can be found .  
Wessex Synod will cover the cost of the MHFAider training courses.  
Please register via Wessex Synod, not direct, and preferably no later than 10 days before the start of the training course.  
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to receive the link to register on the course.  

	


Development and Support

	From your DSOs

	Development and Support Officers Mary and Ray continue to support churches, elderships and ministers, individually and through their work with the pastoral committees. 
If you or your church feels that the DSOs can be of assistance, please do be in touch with them.
Ray Stanyon – dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk
Mary Thomas – dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk

	

Children’s and Youth Events and Training

	Bi-monthly Newsletter – July 2023

	Bi-monthly Newsletter – July from the Children’s and Youth Team at Church House.

	
Godly Play training – bookings now open

	Become a Godly Play Practitioner.  Accredited in-person training for story tellers.  The course will take place across 3 days 10-12 October 2023 at London Street URC, Basingstoke.  Further information and bookings (RSVP) via the Synod website.

	


Talking About … 

	The next Talking About … will be in September.  
Further details to follow in due course.

	

Family Film Night – new resource – The Lorax

	The Lorax is the next Family Film Night resource to have been added to the Synod website to download and use.  These exciting resources are designed for families to have fun and explore big questions together, all based around a family friendly film.  Each film night has a main theme and follows the same pattern.  Watch the film together, have fun doing the activities and then explore using the wondering questions.  For families who want to link to the Bible, there are ‘going deeper’ wondering questions to use.  This resource can also be used in Sunday Schools, messy church, bible study groups and school assemblies.  Why not consider hosting a family film night and inviting your community to come along?
Free to download from the Synod website. 

	Youth Assembly 2024

	26 – 28 January 2024 at Whitemoor Lakes, Alrewas, Staffs.
Youth Assembly is a fabulous weekend for young people aged 14 plus and gives them an opportunity to discuss, explore and have their voices heard on a variety of issues.
Wessex will fully fund all places (at the early bird rate) and will organise transport too.
Last year the Synod Youth Exec took a large group and we hope to do this again. 
Please contact your CYDO for more information and advertise this widely with your young people.
Publicity flier.  A4 poster for display.
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Other News

	


URC News Update

	View July/August News Update here
News Update is seeking anything of interest for the denomination as a whole from across the country – and the nations.
Any news/photos/event information for the next edition should be sent to:
ann-marie.nye@urc.org.uk
You can subscribe to News Update via the link on the URC website.

	
Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter

	View Issue 4: August 2023 of Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter

	

Joint Public Issues Team

	View JPIT newsletter Edition 154 (July) here

	
Churches Together in England Newsletter

	Latest newsletter available here: https://cte.org.uk/enews/ 

	
REMINDERS

	
Discipleship Development Fund Large Grant – applications welcome

	We are delighted that the latest Discipleship Development Fund Large Grant Group received 3 applications, including one from a local congregation. 
We would like to encourage more applications as we have money available to support lay discipleship. The opportunities, experiences and events that we have supported so far are many and varied. 
The application form is easy to fill in. Local congregations need to agree the application at a Church Meeting and get Synod support. Jenny Mills is willing to have conversations about checking out eligibility, if that is ever needed, in which case please email jenny.mills@urc.org.uk  
More information available: https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/developing-your-faith/discipleship-development-fund/ 
Video giving more information about the Grant: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQ8ODOW3rA0 

	Celebrate God’s Gifts on Disability Awareness 
Sunday 17th September 2023

	Christian disability inclusion charity ‘Through the Roof’ is offering free resources for Disability Awareness Sunday on the 17th September 2023 (or a day of your choice). All churches are invited to celebrate the unique gifts God gives to each one of us – including disabled people. Follow this link to request a free resource pack:
https://throughtheroof.org/forchurches/disability-awareness-sunday/
In the UK approximately 20% of the population has a disability (Family Resources Survey, 2021). Yet our churches do not always reflect that percentage – especially not in leadership and other roles serving in the church. We are all ‘fearfully and wonderfully made’ by God and we are ‘all parts of the body of Christ’.
Is your church or Christian community including disabled people in its ministry?
– by enabling the God-given gifts and talents of disabled people to be shared with others.
You can use Disability Awareness Sunday as a positive message to disabled people.
We invite each church congregation to celebrate disabled people and to use the free resources we have produced to hold a 2023 Disability Awareness Sunday service or event. 
There are two sets of free Disability Awareness Sunday resources available:
1. For your first event: we recommend using the full resource pack from 2022, on the Luke 5 account of the paralysed man going through the roof, with suggestions for a complete service and 8 videos.
1. For a further event: use the new 2023 resource on ‘The unique gifts God gives us’, with a service outline and a short video of Ashleigh: a Roofbreaker disability champion who overcomes barriers.
Ashleigh is a fantastic example of a disabled person using her gifts to serve in the church, as she helps lead the Edinburgh Roofbreaker Network. In the new video, Ashleigh shares her inspirational message that “it’s so important to use the gifts God has given you as you – not as the person you think you need to be.”
Katie Mobbs, Through the Roof’s Roofbreaker Team Leader, who is a wheelchair user, says “A church without disabled people is an incomplete church. We need disabled people – especially in leadership – because they know what is needed to make the path clear for more disabled people; there is also a lot that can be gained by the whole church.”
Join us in raising awareness by holding a Disability Awareness Sunday service or event this year, recognising and valuing the gifts and talents God gives to disabled people.
Access the free resources here, including free Disability Awareness postcards to order for your event.
Through the Roof is a Christian disability inclusion charity whose name is inspired by the Bible account in Luke 5. Our mission is to transform lives through Jesus with disabled people. For more information, visit www.throughtheroof.org or @TTRChangesLives.

	General Assembly Feedback Zoom session 

	Tuesday 19th September at 7pm on Zoom
Below is a link to an Assembly Business Digest, from Church House Communications. It’s a good place to start to get a general idea of what happened at General Assembly 2023 and is also useful for church magazines.
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Assembly-Business-Digest-2023-FINAL.pdf
We will be hosting a Zoom gathering to discuss this more. Wessex representatives from Assembly 2023 will also be in attendance, where it is hoped we can have some informal discussion on some of the topics of this year’s General Assembly. Hope to see you there.
Zoom link will open at 6.45pm: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84102890375?pwd=UGVGa25NKzQwdnE1WEhSQzFrcEdoQT09
Meeting ID: 841 0289 0375
Passcode: 875586

	Data Protection Training 

	Mary Fallah at Church House will be conducting data protection training for local church officers who handle any personal data for people or organisations within their church communities. 
The training will take place in September and November – dates can be found by clicking each of the registration links below.

You can register for the September dates by clicking the link below:
Registration link:
https://forms.office.com/e/sLTJHCVs4y
Registration will be available until Friday 25 August, 5pm.

You can register for the November dates by clicking the link below: 
Registration link:
https://forms.office.com/e/87eYsCH680
Registration will be available until Monday 25 September, 5pm.

If there are any complications with the registration please contact Mary Fallah on mary.fallah@urc.org.uk

	
2023 Autumn Synod Meeting

	Saturday 14th October
	In Person all day
	Richmond Hill St Andrew’s, Bournemouth

	
Dates for your Diary – 2024 Synod Meetings 

	The dates for 2024 will be as follows: 
Tuesday 20th February (online in the evening)
Thursday 25th April (online in the evening)
Saturday 12th October (in person, all day, venue tbc)

	
Wessex Synod – Big Day Out – Save the Date: 4th May 2024

	Our 2024 Big Day Out will be Saturday 4th May 2024 at Hollycombe Steam in the Country.
Please hold the date and think about who you will bring to join us for a fun filled day of activities and worship.
If you would like to be on the group organising this, then please contact Karen, Synod Clerk on clerk@urcwessex.org.uk

	




Does your church have a good news story?

	If your church has something it would like to share with people via the Synod Website page “Stories from our Churches”, please send the article to the Synod Office and we will publish it on that page.
NB If using photographs please ensure you have signed permission from those people featured for it to be published on the Synod Website (not just for your own personal church’s use) and supply this at the same time as submitting the article.
New Stories are added as when they are received, so do keep an eye on the page regularly. 

	



Prayer Calendar

	September

	3
	· Bournemouth: Iford
· Elstead

	10
	· Hungerford
· Gosport United Reformed Church St Columba




	17
	· Bournemouth: Southbourne: Immanuel
· Fleet

	
24
	· Marsh Gibbon
· Bridport: United Church 

	August

	1
	· Anniversary of the Formation of the URC
· Hayling: South Hayling URC

	8
	· Meeting of Synod 
· Guildford: Portsmouth Road

	15
	· Broadstone
· Reading: Grange

	22
	· Guildford: Westborough Church
· Isle of Wight: Shanklin
· Sherborne: Cheap Street Church

	29
	· Fovant
· Reading: Park

	Items for the next edition to office@urcwessex.org.uk
by 12noon on Monday 11th September 2023
Please submit news items in the form of:
a heading; date and venue details; a brief descriptive sentence and a website link.
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