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August 2024
News from the Wessex Synod





	Our Moderator’s move and Summer cover arrangements

	Our Moderator moved on 22 July.  Given the period of moving house and taking annual leave, Michael will be unavailable from 22 July–30 August inclusive.  
During this period the first point of contact for emergencies are:
13–18 August – Deborah Walker (via the Synod office)
19–30 August – Karen Bell
Michael does not have a landline, and his work mobile number for all phone calls remains 0771 640 9350. Likewise, his work email remains moderator@urcwessex.org.uk.
Formal or official correspondence should continue to be sent to the Synod Office.   
The manse occupied by the last two Wessex Moderators has been sold as it no longer meets current specifications, and Michael and his family are moving to a manse in Farnham, where his daughter can continue in her school.

	Season of Creation

	The Season of Creation comes every year from 1 Sept – 4 Oct. It’s an opportunity for churches to have a strong focus on the natural world, perhaps for one Sunday or a series of weeks.
Please encourage your local church to participate. They will find lots and lots of resources online to support this, including:
Joint Public Issues Team resources: jpit.uk/creation
Which also points to the Eco-Congregation Scotland (ECS) website, plus some other bespoke resources from yesteryear which are still very good.
Or go directly to the Eco-Congregation Scotland website, (but it can seem slow at loading): https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/creation-2024/
Roo Stewart (URC Head of Public Issues) writes:
"I had the joy of attending David Coleman’s launch of the Eco Congregation Scotland resource material last week. There are some stand-out poems, prayers and photos of nature that are all 100% free to use. I really enjoyed the ‘stilling’ videos, which are well worth a go for personal and corporate prayer and worship: just two minutes of video of beautiful nature scenes recorded locally, with gentle music, providing a nourishing space to prepare for worship, for Bible reading, etc. Marvellous stuff, and with so many to choose from you could have a different one every week of the year!
The Revd Lindsey Sanderson, Moderator of the URC National Synod of Scotland, has recorded a compelling encouragement for churches to engage in the Season of Creation, along with a prayer. Although we can and should be caring for creation at all times of the year, Lindsey emphasises the worldwide aspect of celebrating Creationtide together during this season. Beyond celebrating God’s provision at ‘Harvest’, it reminds us of our place in a vast network of codependent life and of the Earth as revealed in Scripture as being a central character in humanity’s story of following God."
The theme for 2024 is ‘To hope and act with creation’. I wonder how this will inspire your congregations to respond?
Mike Shrubsole
Green Apostle - Wessex Synod

	A Celebration of Isaac Watts

	The year 2024 is the 350th anniversary of the birth of Isaac Watts, known worldwide as the "father of English hymnody". To mark his connections to this region, the East Midlands Synod is holding A Celebration of Isaac Watts, on Saturday 21 September from 2.30-4.00pm, with gathering praise from 2.00pm.
Melton Mowbray URC will host the event, commemorating his links with the Melton district. From 1696-99, Watts was in the service of the Hartopp family of Stoke Newington and Freeby. Alongside tutoring Mistress Mary Hartopp, his duties included preaching: he gave his first sermon on 17 July 1698, his 24th birthday. When accompanying the Hartopps to their Leicestershire seat, he led worship in Freeby’s Congregational Chapel and two stained glass windows were later installed there to mark the connection. The chapel became a United Reformed Church in the 1970s and its congregation ultimately merged with that of Melton Mowbray.
Keynote speaker the Revd Dr Robert Pope of Westminster College will give short talks on the God of Isaac Watts and the continuing legacy of his hymns. The event will also include an Act of Thanksgiving for his enduring gift to Christian life and of course, the opportunity to hear and sing several of Watts’ best-known hymns. After singing lustily, attenders will be able to recharge with free refreshments including Melton Mowbray pork pies. 
The event is free of charge but capacity is limited, so you are advised to book early by visiting http://www.bit.ly/isaacwattscelebration (alternatively, call the Synod Office: 0115 960 9241). 

	Disability Awareness Sunday – 22 September 2024

	Join the Journey with Jesus for Disability Awareness Week
Disability charity Through the Roof is inviting churches to celebrate Disability Awareness Week by including local disabled people and holding a service on Sunday 22 September 2024, or a day of their choice. A church resource pack is available free on the theme ‘Journey with Jesus’, featuring Rev Andrew Miles’ story of his life-changing accident. 
Find out more and get the resource at: https://throughtheroof.org/forchurches/disability-awareness-sunday/ 
New Disability Awareness Sunday video and free resource!
‘Go out quickly into the streets ... Bring in those who can’t see or walk ....’ (Luke 14:23)
Join the journey with Jesus! Travel with us for Disability Awareness Week 15-22 September.
Register for a free Disability Awareness Sunday 2024 resource to use in your church at: https://throughtheroof.org/forchurches/disability-awareness-sunday/ 
Encourage your church to watch Andrew’s Story at https://youtu.be/jsKXLUU2Q2g about his life-changing accident. Share it in church on Disability Awareness Sun 22 Sept, and pray for full inclusion of disabled people. 
Note: any Sunday can be Disability Awareness Sunday! So it’s never too late to join in.

	Faith Talk – Everyday Evangelism for the URC

	Thursday 3 October at 7.30pm 
Do you ever wonder how you can be comfortable sharing your faith with others?  Are you worried you might be laughed at or dismissed or considered strange?  Are you concerned you wouldn’t know what to say if someone did want to know more? Join us for the second FaithTalk, a light-hearted conversation exploring how we talk about our faith.
To register for the zoom link or to find out more, email mission@urc.org.uk

	








Upcoming Synod events
Bookings for all events and training courses to
Ruth Heine at the Synod Office
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513

	



Safeguarding

	
Safeguarding Training – Flowchart

	The flowchart gives an overview of the various safeguarding training courses on offer and has a table which shows the mandatory level of safeguarding training for various roles within the URC.  The flowchart is on the Synod website.

	Safeguarding – Away Day – change of date

	Saturday 15 March 2025 at Fleet URC and on zoom.  10.30am – 3.30pm.
Safeguarding Away Day for Church Safeguarding Coordinators.
Bookings:  https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/event/safeguarding-away-day-for-church-safeguarding-coordinators/    




	Synod Safeguarding Reference Group – volunteer opportunity

	The Synod Safeguarding Reference group meets for 2 hours, 4 times a year via Zoom with the purpose of supporting the synod to fulfil its responsibilities of protecting children and adults at risk in the local churches and at Synod activities. 
We are looking for a volunteer to join the group from a local church within the synod.  If you are a church safeguarding coordinator or deputy, ideally with experience of safeguarding from outside the church environment, then we would welcome a conversation with you, to explain more about the role and move forward with appointing the right person. If this is something that interests you, then please email our Synod Safeguarding Officer on safeguarding@urcwessex.org.uk   

	
Safeguarding Quarterly Newsletter – July 2024

	Read the latest newsletter  from the Safeguarding Team at Church House.

	

Safeguarding Training – Advanced Safeguarding 

	Advanced Safeguarding Training on zoom.
Thursdays 17th and 24th October 2024.  6.30pm – 8.30pm.
This course is mandated for those in the following roles:
Youth and Children Workers including volunteer leaders and helpers, Adult Workers including volunteer leaders, Synod Moderators.
Anyone who has completed the Foundation & Intermediate safeguarding training is also welcome to attend (numbers permitting). Priority will be given to those in the mandated roles.

	

Safeguarding Training – Foundation & Intermediate course

	Foundation & Intermediate Safeguarding: training courses. 
· Saturday 9 November 2024, at Fleet URC.  10am – 4pm 
· Saturday 11 January 2025, at Trinity Church,Totton.  10am – 4pm 
· Saturday 25 January 2025, at Trinity URC, Charminster.  10am – 4pm 
To book your place please email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk   or book via the Synod website, go to Safeguarding page https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/safeguarding/    

	National Safeguarding Training courses – various topics 

	Specialist Safeguarding training in 2024 organised by Church House.  Please see the poster for the full list of dates and topics.
To book, please email:   Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk
Training Webinars.  Elders as Trustees.  This is available online for you to access in your own time. 
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	Safeguarding – Good Practice 6

	GP6 is now available.  Church House has sent out hard copies to Church Safeguarding Coordinators.  GP6 is available online here.

	First Aid training – watch this space

	Local churches have a responsibility to ensure that there is adequate provision of first aid at all their programmes.  
In September we will be launching an updated flowchart to help you consider the appropriate level of training and to show the courses available.

	


Mental Health First Aid training – with Peter Larkum

	Become a certified Mental Health First Aider.  Two-day courses in-person or online equivalent which includes four live zoom sessions with the trainer.  
Become a certified Youth Mental Health First Aider.  This two-day in-person course or online equivalent qualifies you as a MHFA with a specific focus on how that relates to younger people.
Wessex Synod will cover the cost of the MHFAider training course, (2-day course or online equivalent).  
Training dates and further information for with trainer Peter Larkum can be found .  
Please register via Wessex Synod, not direct, and preferably no later than 10 days before the start of the training course.  
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to receive the link to register on the course.  

	


Development and Support
Bookings for all events and training courses to
Ruth Heine at the Synod Office
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513
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	Development and Support Officers Mary and Ray continue to support churches, elderships and ministers, individually and through their work with the pastoral committees. 
If you or your church feels that the DSOs can be of assistance, please do be in touch with them.
Ray Stanyon – dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk
Mary Thomas – dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk

	

Dates in 2025

	Lay Preachers’ Gathering – Saturday 29 March 2025 at Sarum College.
Elders’ Conference – Saturday 28 June 2025 at Sarum College. 




	

Children’s and Youth Events and Training

	Children’s Workers Conference, 1 - 3 November 2024

	The URC are holding their first ever Conference for those involved in children’s ministry in the church, whether you are the co-ordinator or a volunteer on a rota, this conference is for you.
The programme looks fabulous and engaging with a balance of input and retreat.
It’s also taking place in Wessex Synod in Oxford, so you can come as a residential guest or a day visitor. Booking form.  Bookings close on 30 September 2024.
We also offer training grants that would fund a place at the conference.

	Advent Resource – pre-order by 30 August

	The advent resource for 2024 is now out for pre-ordering before 30 August. Full of crats, activities, prayers, stories and more to enable families as they journey through Advent – a perfect missional tool.  
A short video with more information. 

	


Talking About … 

	On the 4th Thursday of the month.  7pm – 8pm.
Talking About … is taking a break in July and August.  Back again in September.
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Children and youth Work webinar

	For those working with children and young people.
Understanding behaviour and additional needs webinar.  Available on YouTube here.

	

Family Film Night – new resource 

	Elemental.  Theme: How do we make an inclusive world.
These exciting resources are designed for families to have fun and explore big questions together, all based around a family friendly film.  Each film night has a main theme and follows the same pattern.  Watch the film together, have fun doing the activities and then explore using the wondering questions.  For families who want to link to the Bible, there are ‘going deeper’ wondering questions to use.  This resource can also be used in Sunday Schools, messy church, bible study groups and school assemblies.  Why not consider hosting a family film night and inviting your community to come along?
Free to download from the Synod website. 
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Other News

	


URC News Update

	View July/August News Update here
News Update is seeking anything of interest for the denomination as a whole from across the country – and the nations.
Any news/photos/event information for the next edition should be sent to:
ann-marie.nye@urc.org.uk
You can subscribe to News Update via the link on the URC website.

	Children’s and Youth Bi-monthly Newsletter – July 2024

	Bi-monthly Newsletter – July 2024 from the Children’s and Youth Team at Church House.

	
Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter

	View Issue 9: August 2024 of Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter

	


Joint Public Issues Team

	View JPIT newsletter Edition 167 (July) here

	
Churches Together in England Newsletter

	Latest newsletter available here: https://cte.org.uk/enews/ 

	News from around the Synod

	Woking URC achieves Gold Eco Church Award milestone

	Working United Reformed Church (URC) has become the 51st Gold Eco Church in England and Wales.
The award was given by the Christian conservation charity A Rocha UK, and reflects Woking URC’s commitment to walk in step with nature and put creation care at the heart of what they do.
With more than 3,500 Eco Churches gaining an award at one of the three levels, Gold, Silver and Bronze, the Gold award is itself a prestigious and impressive achievement.
Read the full story here: Woking URC achieves Gold Eco Church Award milestone

	





Does your church have a good news story?

	If your church has something it would like to share with people via the Synod Website page “Stories from our Churches”, please send the article to the Synod Office and we will publish it on that page.
NB If using photographs please ensure you have signed permission from those people featured for it to be published on the Synod Website (not just for your own personal church’s use) and supply this at the same time as submitting the article.
New Stories are added as when they are received, so do keep an eye on the page regularly. 

	
REMINDERS

	URC Finance Department letter to all churches

	Ministry And Mission Fund – Annual Letter to Local Churches. 
The purpose of the letter is to provide local churches with an annual update on the Ministry and Mission (M&M) Fund, as requested by General Assembly. The letter is aimed mainly at church treasurers and provides some detailed financial information, but is available for all to read at the link below.
Annual Letter to Local Churches

	



Prayer Calendar

	September Calendar

	1
	· East Cliff, Bournemouth
· Hythe, Cornerstone

	8
	· Gosport United Reformed Church, St Columba	
· St Andrew's, Reading

	15
	· Bitterne Park, Southampton
· Maidenhead

	22
	· Cheap Street Church, Sherborne
· Christ Church, Henley

	29
	· Broad Chalke, Salisbury
· Bridport United Church
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Care for Creation – September Prayer

	Season of Creationtide prayer by Rev David Coleman, chaplain Eco Congregation of Scotland

Sustaining God, Frail Flesh, Wild Wind;
To live and breathe
is to be called to praise you
in many, many, many ways
with many, many, many kin -
-according to their kind:
Our fellow creatures:
Seen and not yet noted;
Heard and not yet hearkened to;
Human, of all nations.
And far more:
Through Christ, who on the Tree
with all of life repurposed death,
Baptise our hearts
in those nourishing springs
of Creation’s seasons and cycles,
both of growth and flourishing
and, yes, such decay
as reclaims goodness
rising bread, maturing wine,
and feeding next year’s flowers!
bless this Season of Creation.
Heighten our sensitivity
to the disruption
of migration and climate;
to the wasting of habitats
which so many share;
to the famine of diversity.
Preach to us in Earth’s prophetic voices;
Speak through your written Word
of those rewards so justly due
when lives are lived
with mindfulness of others:
the richness of the joy
to partner with healing.
And, with love, justice
and the sternest of compassion
You show it can be done.
Help us believe it
so we live! 
Amen

	
October Calendar

	6
	· Anniversary of the Formation of the URC
· Burton Green

	13
	· Meeting of Synod 
· The United Church Winchester

	20
	· Broadstone
· Faringdon United Church

	27
	· Salisbury 
· Bournemouth International Church

	
Care for Creation – October Prayer

	Creator God 
We praise you for the abundance of your harvest;
The colourful berries and glossy nuts which adorn the trees and bushes,
The ripe vegetables in all their wonderful variety,
The fungi growing deep in the woods. 
We thank you for the autumn colours which blaze with your glory,
Gladdening our hearts, even though the days grow shorter.
We thank you too for the resilience of the world you have created
Where even fruits that fall to the ground contain seeds for new growth.
Help us to take inspiration from the world around us.
To care for the ground and living things which give us life.
To do what we can, even though it seems a little;
For in your eyes, nothing is disregarded
And love surrounds the smallest as well as the greatest
Warm our hearts with hope, by your spirit which brings fire as well as peace
And so fill us with love for this world, that we overflow with care for all.
Amen

	
Items for the next edition to office@urcwessex.org.uk
by 12noon on Monday 9th September 2024
Please submit news items in the form of:
a heading; date and venue details; a brief descriptive sentence and a website link.
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