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October 2024
News from the Wessex Synod




	Synod Meeting 12th October 2024

	Synod Meeting met at United Church Winchester on Saturday 12th October.
We had 89 people in attendance of which around 60 were voting members, including 23 Ministers and 31 Church Representatives. 
Total Ministers from all denominations in the Synod number 62. 12 apologies were received. 
We have 108 churches, and 26 apologies were received. 
Therefore 27 ministers and 51 churches were unaccounted for. 
A reminder to all churches, if your nominated representative is unable to make a Synod Meeting, you can send an alternative, just send their name to office@urcwessex.org.uk before the day of the meeting. 
Anyone not a voting Member is welcome to attend a Synod Meeting, again email us and we will make sure you are on the registration list. 
Our opening worship included the celebration of Jubilee Ministers and the sharing of Holy Communion. 
Five Resolutions were received, four of which were from Wessex Trust. Significant was Resolution T3 which brought a paper outlining a new grants policy, which was adopted by the Synod Meeting. 
The link for all Synod Papers is Synod Meetings, and this is where you can find the dates for the 2025 Synod Meetings, which are:
Thursday 27th February (evening online)
Tuesday 29th April (evening online)
Saturday 11th October (Avenue St Andrew’s, Southampton)
Three workshops were held:
Creating Wellbeing in Church and Community
Stepwise Faith Filled Life; and 
Taking Action on Poverty. 
A special thanks goes to Esther Ridsdale from IBEX, Ruth White and Mary Thomas and to Roo Stewart from Church House in his role with his JPIT hat on.
Tim Searle from United Church Winchester closed the meeting with devotions.
If you have any questions about Synod Meetings or have a suggestion for a discussion topic or a workshop, please email clerk@urcwessex.org.uk.
I would like to give a big “Thank You” to all at United Church Winchester, for the preparation leading up to the meeting, for running the sound, screens and streaming on the day, for setting up communion and for all the those who provided refreshments. It was much appreciated by all and we couldn’t have held the meeting without you.
Minutes should be on the website by the end of the month, follow the Synod Meetings link above. 
I hope to see many more of you at future meetings
Karen Bell, Synod Clerk

	General Assembly 2024

	Sixteen Representatives from Wessex Synod attended General Assembly in July of this year at The Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick Derby. It was the first time for five of the representatives, and the first time since lockdown for another two.  Each day began with worship and bible study and ended with prayer. 
The Record of Assembly (link below) notes all the decisions made. Please note Matters for consideration and action from General Assembly 2024, for local churches, Synod and Ministers on page 4, it is important that we all take note of these. 
2024-Record-of-Assembly.pdf
If you would like to read more, then all the papers are available at the link below. If you can’t cope with all 332 pages, then the Business Digest (link below) summarises the four days. 
General Assembly papers - United Reformed Church
Assembly-Business-Digest-2024.pdf
Two of our Representatives wrote a summary of what they thought of GA and these are shown in the Synod Papers for our meeting on the 12th October, these are on the Synod Website. 
In 2025 General Assembly will be on the 4th to the 7th July at the Hayes in Swanick, and there will also be an Extraordinary GA Meeting on the 14th to 16th November in Milton Keynes.
If you would like to be a representative of Wessex in 2025 at both these meetings, please let the Clerk know on clerk@urcwessex.org.uk

	Buildings for Mission Forum: Webinar

	Tuesday 12 November 11.30 – 1pm
Transforming your church building and its land: a close-up of one URC, a wide view of others
We will hear from a URC minister who has worked with her church through a major vision-led redevelopment, and from a Synod Green Advocate on some creative ways in which church land is being used for mission.  
To register or to find out more, email mission@urc.org.uk.




	Journey of the Magi 

	Journey of the Magi – a festive, light-hearted, joyful event with a moving and profound message.     
Share the joy and wonder of Christmas with your church and local community through this exhilarating, critically acclaimed performance. The show offers a bridge between contemporary life and Jesus’s birth, comparing our own personal journey to Christmas day with the journey that the wise men took. With sparkle and songs to keep the children entertained and bags of good humour for the grown-ups, Journey of the Magi delights audiences of all ages and offer a chance to reflect and refocus.  
“Absolutely fabulous show. Wonderful mix of fun, wit, and meaning. It made me laugh and it made me cry all in a couple of minutes. (Hope you'll come back)" - Richard, Poynton Methodist Church    
Springs is inviting churches to host a performance of Journey of the Magi, which will be available nationally from 22nd November – 22nd December 2024.  
Further information can be found on the Springs Dance Company website page https://springsdancecompany.org.uk/productions/journey-of-the-magi/, by emailing touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk or by calling 07775 628442.  

	








Upcoming Synod events
Bookings for all events and training courses to
Ruth Heine at the Synod Office
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513

	



Safeguarding

	
Safeguarding Training – Flowchart

	The flowchart gives an overview of the various safeguarding training courses on offer and has a table which shows the mandatory level of safeguarding training for various roles within the URC.  The flowchart is on the Synod website.

	Safeguarding – Away Day – change of date

	Saturday 15 March 2025 at Fleet URC and on zoom.  10.30am – 3.30pm.
Safeguarding Away Day for Church Safeguarding Coordinators.
Bookings:  https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/event/safeguarding-away-day-for-church-safeguarding-coordinators/    

	National Safeguarding Training – spiritual abuse webinar

	Spiritual Abuse webinar on Wednesday 27 November 2024, 1pm – 3pm.
This is a one-off webinar on Spiritual Abuse being hosted by the URC Safeguarding Team.  Dr Lisa Oakley is the speaker.
Booking link

	URC Annual Safeguarding Return – January 2025

	Each year Church Safeguarding Coordinators are required to complete an annual safeguarding return, this provides the Synod and the denomination with invaluable data about safeguarding that is used to shape the support, training and policy development offered to synods.  This year 104 churches completed the return, thank you for all those that completed the return, here's hope for a 100% completion next year, if you need any support with completing the return or would like to talk about anything safeguarding related then please get in contact with our safeguarding officer Sharon Barr at safeguarding@urcwessex.org.uk.    
A couple of reminders that safeguarding should be reported on at least annually at your Church and Elders meetings, this is part of the URC's structure and details can be found here at point 10, in addition to this your church elders need to be aware and follow the Safer Election of Elder document here.

	
Safeguarding Quarterly Newsletter – July 2024

	Read the latest newsletter  from the Safeguarding Team at Church House.

	

Safeguarding Training – Advanced Safeguarding 

	Advanced Safeguarding Training online.
Tuesdays 14 & 21 January 2025.  6.30pm – 8.30pm on zoom 
This course is mandated for those in the following roles:
Children and Youth Workers including volunteer leaders, and Adult Workers including volunteer leaders. 
Anyone who has completed the Foundation & Intermediate safeguarding training is also welcome to attend (numbers permitting). Places are limited, priority will be given to those in the mandated roles.

	

Safeguarding Training – Foundation & Intermediate course

	Foundation & Intermediate Safeguarding: training courses. 
· Saturday 9 November 2024, at Fleet URC.  10am – 4pm 
· Saturday 11 January 2025, at Trinity Church, Totton.  10am – 4pm 
· Saturday 25 January 2025, at Trinity URC, Charminster.  10am – 4pm
· Saturday 8 February 2025, at United Church Winchester. 10am – 4pm. 
To book your place please email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk   or book via the Synod website, go to Safeguarding page https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/safeguarding/    

	National Safeguarding Training courses – various topics 

	Specialist Safeguarding training in 2024 organised by Church House.  Please see the poster for the full list of dates and topics.
To book, please email:   Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk
Training Webinars.  Elders as Trustees.  This is available online for you to access in your own time. 
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	GP6 is now available.  Church House has sent out hard copies to Church Safeguarding Coordinators.  GP6 is available online here.

	Stepwise – Faith Filled Worship 

	An online group will be starting after Easter in 2025.
For those who have completed the Faith Filled Life stream.
Please email bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to find out more or to register an interest.

	
First Aid training – information on courses

	Local churches have a responsibility to ensure that there is adequate provision of first aid at all their programmes.  
Flowchart to help churches identify the appropriate training.
Booking procedure.

	First Aid training – for young people 14 – 17 years

	Saturday 23 November 2024 at Woking URC. 
An opportunity for young people 14 – 17 years to attend emergency first aid training.    Bookings:  email  youth@wokingurc.org.uk    

	First Aid training – courses

	Emergency First Aid (4 hours) 
January (date to be confirmed) at Trinity Church Totton, SO40 8WU.
Monday 20 January 2025, 6pm – 10pm, at Tadley URC, RG26 3NY.
Saturday 22 February 2025, 10.30am – 3.30pm (with lunch break) at Bitterne Park URC, Southampton SO18 1FX.
Saturday 1st March 2025, 9.30am – 1.30pm, at Guildford URC, GU2 4BS.

	


Mental Health First Aid training – with Peter Larkum

	Become a certified Mental Health First Aider.  Two-day courses in-person or online equivalent which includes four live zoom sessions with the trainer.  
Become a certified Youth Mental Health First Aider.  This two-day in-person course or online equivalent qualifies you as a MHFA with a specific focus on how that relates to younger people.
Wessex Synod will cover the cost of the MHFAider training course, (2-day course or online equivalent).  
Training dates and further information for with trainer Peter Larkum can be found .  
Please register via Wessex Synod, not direct, and preferably no later than 10 days before the start of the training course.  
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to receive the link to register on the course.  

	


Development and Support
Bookings for all events and training courses to
Ruth Heine at the Synod Office
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513
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	Development and Support Officers Mary and Ray continue to support churches, elderships and ministers, individually and through their work with the pastoral committees. 
If you or your church feels that the DSOs can be of assistance, please do be in touch with them.
Ray Stanyon – dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk
Mary Thomas – dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk

	

Dates in 2025

	Church Secretaries’ Networking Zoom – Saturday 18 January 2025.
Lay Preachers’ Gathering – Saturday 29 March 2025 at Sarum College.
Church Treasurers’ Networking Zoom – Saturday 17 May 2025.
Elders’ Conference – Saturday 28 June 2025 at Sarum College. 

	


Children’s and Youth Events and Training

	


Talking About … Supporting LGBTQIA+ young people 

	On Thursday 24 October 2024.  7pm – 8pm. (This is the re-scheduled April session)
We recognise that this is a challenging subject for many in our churches, yet it is an important subject to reflect upon as we seek to be a faith community which offers inclusion to all. 
Young people in particular can feel confused and excluded from the church community that may say God loves everyone but then doesn’t show God’s love to everyone.
In this month’s Talking About… session we will be joined by guest speaker Katie Harwood. Katie is a youth worker with the Oasis MediaCity school and community hub and works with a group of LGBTQIA+ young people.
Katie will share insights and thoughts as well as offering practical advice about how we can be genuinely inclusive to all young people.
Get you free ticket at www.bit.ly/URCTalkingAbout 




	URC Youth Assembly 2025

	URC Youth Assembly, 7 – 9 March 2025. 
Details on the poster.  Wessex Synod will fund places and help with transport.
Further information about Youth Assembly.  
Book your place by emailing children.youth@urc.org.uk   
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Children and youth Work webinar

	For those working with children and young people.
Understanding behaviour and additional needs webinar.  Available on YouTube here.

	

Family Film Night – new resource - Moana 

	Moana.  To celebrate the release of Moana 2 the new family film night resource uses the original Moana film. Have fun with creative activities and wondering questions as you follow Moana’s story and think about what you are called to.
Download this free resource - Moana
These exciting Family Film Night resources are designed for families to have fun and explore big questions together, all based around a family friendly film.  Each film night has a main theme and follows the same pattern.  Watch the film together, have fun doing the activities and then explore using the wondering questions.  For families who want to link to the Bible, there are ‘going deeper’ wondering questions to use.  This resource can also be used in Sunday Schools, messy church, bible study groups and school assemblies.  Why not consider hosting a family film night and inviting your community to come along?
Free to download from the Synod website. 

	







Other News

	[bookmark: _Hlk176868950]Children’s and Youth Bi-monthly Newsletter – September 2024

	Bi-monthly Newsletter – September 2024 from the Children’s and Youth Team at Church House.

	


URC News Update

	View October News Update here
News Update is seeking anything of interest for the denomination as a whole from across the country – and the nations.
Any news/photos/event information for the next edition should be sent to:
ann-marie.nye@urc.org.uk
You can subscribe to News Update via the link on the URC website.

	
Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter

	View Issue 10: October 2024 of Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter

	


Joint Public Issues Team

	View latest JPIT newsletter 

	
Churches Together in England Newsletter

	Latest newsletter available here: https://cte.org.uk/enews/ 

	News from around the Synod

	





Does your church have a good news story?

	If your church has something it would like to share with people via the Synod Website page “Stories from our Churches”, please send the article to the Synod Office and we will publish it on that page.
NB If using photographs please ensure you have signed permission from those people featured for it to be published on the Synod Website (not just for your own personal church’s use) and supply this at the same time as submitting the article.
New Stories are added as when they are received, so do keep an eye on the page regularly. 

	



Prayer Calendar

	November Calendar

	3
	· Tadley
· St Francis, Banbury

	10
	· Blandford Forum
· Trinity, Abingdon

	17
	· Grange, Reading
· Somerford, High Cross Church

	24
	· Bell Street United Church Shaftesbury
· Caversham Park, Reading

	
December Calendar

	1
	· Shanklin, Isle of Wight
· Verwood

	8
	· Milton, Christ Church, Portsmouth
· Peachcroft Christian Centre

	15
	· Christ Church, Woodley
· Abbey United Reformed Church, Romsey

	22
	· Guernsey, St Saviour's
· High Cross Church, Camberley

	29
	· The Moderator and Synod Staff
· Trinity Church, Lower Earley, Reading

	
Items for the next edition to office@urcwessex.org.uk
by 12noon on Monday 11th November 2024
Please submit news items in the form of:
a heading; date and venue details; a brief descriptive sentence and a website link.
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