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April 2025
News from the Wessex Synod






	Easter Message from the Moderator, Michael Hopkins

	As we emerge from the wilderness journey of Lent and stand once again at the empty tomb, we proclaim that God is still in the business of bringing new life out of death.  The resurrection was not a return to the past, not a resuscitation of the old, but something completely new.  That is the daring promise of Easter - that even when all seems lost, God can and does do something unimaginably new.
The women who came to the tomb expected to care for a broken body.  Instead, they encountered a broken world transformed by love and hope.  The same Spirit that raised Christ from the grave is still moving in our world today, quietly and courageously bringing life where death seemed to have the final word.
In a world marked by war, division, and deep injustice, it is easy to be overwhelmed by despair.  But Easter reminds us that God does not abandon us to the tomb.  God is already ahead of us, calling us into new possibilities, new hope, and new beginnings.  Resurrection does not ignore the pain of Good Friday: it holds it, honours it, and yet refuses to let it be the end of the story.
In our churches, some of us may feel the weight of decline, the pressure of limited resources, or the grief of what has been lost.  But the message of Easter is not to cling to what is dying, but to trust in what God is bringing to birth.  This season, may we have the courage to let go where we must - and the eyes to see where resurrection is already unfolding among us.
Let us be people of Easter hope - not wishful thinking, but rooted, resurrection hope.  Let us tell the stories of new life in our communities.  Let us name the places where God is at work.  Let us celebrate not only what has been, but what is becoming.
May the peace of the risen Christ be with you, and may this Easter season be filled with grace, renewal, and joy.
With prayers for the joy of resurrection this Easter
Michael Hopkins

	URC Youth Assembly 2025

	Ninety-five young people gathered at King’s Park Conference Centre in Northampton from 7-9 March for the United Reformed Church (URC) Youth Assembly 2025.
At the event, themed “All are Welcome”, a robust debate was held about encouraging local churches to sign up to the Welcome Directory, which supports prison leavers with rejoining faith communities. The directory is an independent multi-faith charity that lists faith communities welcoming and accepting of former prisoners. Issues of safety, safeguarding procedures and logistics were addressed. Youth Assembly accepted the proposal and with the support of the URC's Mission Committee, will aim to bring a resolution to General Assembly to support this.
Also at the event, Maya Withall was inducted as the Youth Assembly Moderator for 2025-26 and Kacie Hodgson was elected as Moderator-Elect.
In a well-received keynote presentation Dr Lisa Adjei, Head of Racial Justice Priority for the Church of England’s Diocese of London, urged Assembly members to shift their thinking from “welcome for all” to “belonging for all”. She said “belonging” means we are all accepted as we are and “can each bring something of ourselves to the table”.
The Moderator of General Assembly, the Revd Tim Meadows, led in worship and offered a challenge to ask not “Who is my neighbour?” but, rather, “Are we going to be the neighbour? Are we going to be that welcome?”
Other highlights included workshops that covered topics such as refugees, faith on social media, and vocation and call. A guided session also enabled members to highlight issues important to them.
Another motion discussed by Assembly was a review of Youth Assembly Executive structures which recommended dividing Executive responsibilities into three areas; a representation task group (to include reps to General Assembly), a Youth Assembly planning team; and a synod reps task group. The aim is to reduce the time commitment for individual executive members and to encourage greater participation. The proposals were accepted, initially on a one-year trial basis.
Youth Assembly is for all young people associated with the United Reformed Church in any way between the age range of Year 10 (England and Wales)/S3 (Scotland) up to and including those aged 25. 
Each year the URC Youth Assembly brings together young people together from across Scotland, England and Wales for a weekend of business and fun combined, to explore issues and topics relevant to Church, society and life through workshops, seminars, discussions and creative activities. It is a weekend to have your say, make friends and find fellowship.
Learn more about Youth Assembly.
Maya Withall is available for interviews from 22 March. To arrange, please contact Ann-Marie Nye, URC Communications Officer, at ann-marie.nye@urc.org.uk | 07976 753 950

	The United Reformed Church Waldensian Fellowship

	Would you like to visit Sicily in October 2025?
The United Reformed Church Waldensian Fellowship has been organising visits to the Waldensian (Protestant) Church in Italy since 1980.  This year we shall visit Sicily, an island of extraordinary history and beauty.  We shall:
· Explore Palermo, the crowded and exotic capital of the island, and the Norman cathedral of Monreale
· Hear about the social and teaching work in a visit to La Noce, the Waldensian church’s centre in the city
· spend some time in Servizio Cristiano, a Waldensian Church centre of education and agriculture, at Riesi in the deprived centre of the island
· visit Scicli, where the church is a centre for the support of migrants (and featured in the Montalbano television series)
· and finish in Siracusa, once the most important city in the Western world with a beautiful island centre
· on our journey we would visit historic sites such as the Greek temples at Agrigento.  
The visit is expected to last ten nights, or thirteen for a longer stay in Siracusa.  We will stay at Servizio Cristiano and in hotels.
At this stage we can only estimate a cost but ten nights should cost of the order of £1000 and thirteen nights £1200.  Single rooms would cost more.
We will give more information as the details are worked out.   Travel to and from Italy will not be included.  Participants will have to arrange travel to Palermo and return from Siracusa or Catania.
Please let us know if you would like information about the visit.  
George Morton					Kate Grand
g.morton50@ntlworld.com			kategrand@tiscali.co.uk	
0161 881 8195					0161 881 0958

	Mission House Project

	An exciting opportunity for young person
Are you a young person, looking for a new exciting opportunity?
Do you want to use your skills and learn new ones?
Are you considering your next steps?
Job Advert
Further information and Application Pack – Word
Further information and Application Pack – pdf
Closing date for applications: 2 May 2025.

	Free Churches Group New Moderator

	The Revd Dr Tessa Henry-Robinson, URC minister, has been inducted as Moderator of the Free Churches Group. 
Fully story available here

	Through the Roof – News Release

	Anxiety levels soar among disabled people.
Proposed cuts to disability benefits are causing rising levels of anxiety among disabled people, according to Through the Roof, the Christian charity that works together with churches and people across all disabilities to advance God’s kingdom.
Lynda, a disabled volunteer with Through the Roof, currently receives Personal Independence Payments (PIP), which are designed to help people with long-term conditions manage daily living tasks. However, under the government's proposed new criteria, Lynda would no longer qualify for the Daily Living component – despite being a full-time wheelchair user and incomplete paraplegic – which leaves her uncertain about the future.
She says “I haven’t met anyone who has said that they don’t want to work. The problem is that many of us have conditions which make the logistics of travelling to work and finding work in suitably adapted premises very difficult. For others, working from home isn’t possible because of fluctuating medical needs e.g. on-going therapy or continence care. Conditions which cause chronic pain make concentration and focusing on work tasks impossible. Others struggle within the workplace due to mental health needs.”
For Lynda, the benefits she receives help cover essential costs, including repairs to her stairlift, which has broken down twice this month, and payments for her adapted wheelchair. These funds also help with heating costs, as her condition makes her more vulnerable to the cold.
“Life is hard,” admits Lynda, “but I’m fortunate because I have a working husband. Many disabled people live alone, and I don’t know what will happen to them! While many disabled people do work and find fulfilment in their jobs, we must remember that support and understanding needs to be given to those who have conditions which, through no fault of their own, mean they are unable to work.”
Lynda calls on churches and the wider Christian community to be more attuned to the needs of disabled people and make adjustments that enable everyone to flourish and use their gifts to build others up:
“Let’s listen to one another,” Lynda encourages. “Let’s hear the worries and concerns of those who are struggling. We must be aware of the resources available through organisations that can offer assistance. As a Christian community, we can provide comfort, encouragement, and hope. In Jesus’s name, we are called to offer support and rest, especially in times of distress. As He said in Matthew 11:28, 'Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.'”
Through the Roof invites churches to nominate their own Roofbreaker (Disability Champion) to reflect on the needs of individuals and ensure disabled people can fully Access the Christian life, Belong together as God’s family, and use their gifts to make disciples, for God’s glory, as part of the Great Commission. 
Find out how we can resource your church for the ABC journey of disability inclusion at: https://www.throughtheroof.org/roofbreakers/ or @TTRChangesLives on social media.

	
Assembly Mission Committee Highlights

	Visit the link below for the highlights from the Assembly Mission Committee meeting in March 2025. 
Link: Highlights from Assembly Mission Committee




	FaithTalk: everyday evangelism in the URC – 7th May

	The next webinar, An Evening with Trey Hall, is at 7pm on Wednesday 7 May.  Trey is the Director of Evangelism and Growth at the Methodist Church and will be helping us to grapple with the question: Faith Talk and Church Growth: How does prayer make a difference? Come and join us for a relaxed conversation praying and talking about our faith with others. 
Please email mission@urc.org.uk for the link. 
Save the date for the next webinar, on Tuesday 23 September at 7pm.  

	
Being Missional Today Conference

	Being Missional Today is a conference being held on Tuesday, 10 June 2025, at Coventry Cathedral.
Are you interested in your church leaders, lay and ordained, being part of this important conversation about missional engagement in today’s world? Now’s the time to book.
You might well want to follow Leicester Diocese’s example, who are bringing all of their current curates and making this a part of their IME2 programme. Other dioceses are encouraging clergy to consider this as part of their CMD. To support this, we can provide certificates of participation, so that clergy know they can count this towards their ongoing learning and development.
As a reminder, here are some conference highlights:  
· Keynote speakers: Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, Bishop of Chelmsford, and Revd Dr Al Barrett, Rector of Hodge Hill in east Birmingham. 
· Inspiring ecumenical thinkers: hear diverse perspectives from leaders drawn from Queen’s Foundation (Birmingham), Baptist Union, Coventry Cathedral, CMS and USPG, CofE’s Racial Justice Unit, United Reformed Church, and more. 
· Fresh ideas: Explore how disruption and change can spark fresh ideas, and contribute to a journey towards greater reconciliation. 
· Inclusive voices: A chance to hear from voices historically marginalised in mission dialogues, including people of global majority heritage, working class thinkers and younger theologians, creating a more globally connected and inclusive conversation, exploring perspectives beyond current dominant models.
Please share this opportunity with your wider network, and look at bringing a group of those who are seeking to explore fresh missional thinking and be a part of these conversations. 
A group discount is available to organisations booking for at least 5 participants. And a further discount for groups of 10 or more (please ask for details).
Register now:  https://reconciliation-initiatives.org/being-missional-today/ 
This event is being co-hosted by Coventry Cathedral, Church Urban Fund, The Iona Community, and Reconciliation Initiatives.

	Buildings for Mission Forum Webinar: Inventive Use of Spaces 
20th May

	The next webinar, Inventive Use of Spaces, is on Tuesday 20 May at 7.30pm. If you have examples that you would like to share with us, or would like to register for the link, please email mission@urc.org.uk. 
Save the date for the next webinar, on Thursday November 20 at 11.30am.  
Information about URC Buildings Forum and videos of the past forums visit: 
URC Buildings Forum

	
Example of how the Synod’s “Small Grants for Mission” via the Mission and Outreach Committee can impact your church.

	Bishop’s Waltham United Free Church – Chair Project

	[image: A stack of chairs with a green cushion

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The chairs in our sanctuary at BWUFC were showing serious signs of wear, as can be seen in this photo.
The chairs were, however, in good condition structurally and were very popular due having arm rests and the ability for stacking. We have 39 chairs and received a quote for reupholstering of £55 per chair, making a total of £2145.
The money for this project was raised through a generous grant of £500 from the Wessex Synod’s Small Grants for Mission scheme, £660 from the Methodist Circuit, and some people from our church family
donated and the remainder came from presenting our musical “Yesterday today and Forever” at some of the local churches, including our own.
The photos below show the re-upholstered chairs, which look very smart against the wooden floor and also compliment some of the features in our stained glass windows.
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This project was very important for our mission outreach activities as we were a bit embarrassed to offer folk threadbare chairs to sit on. We recently counted footfall during a fairly normal week and we hosted 177 people passing through the building during the week.
Our thanks to our friends at Wessex Synod for assisting us in this project, which will hopefully be used to God’s glory for many years to come.
Andy Hallam, Treasurer BWUFC

	










Upcoming Synod events
Bookings for all events and training courses to
Ruth Heine at the Synod Office
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513

	



Safeguarding

	
Safeguarding Training – Flowchart

	The flowchart gives an overview of the various safeguarding training courses on offer and has a table which shows the mandatory level of safeguarding training for various roles within the URC.  The flowchart is on the Synod website.

	
URC Safeguarding Newsletter – April 2025

	Read the latest newsletter from the Safeguarding Team at Church House.

	

Safeguarding Training – Foundation & Intermediate courses in 2025

	Upcoming Safeguarding training courses in Wessex Synod. 
· In person Foundation & Intermediate course, Saturday 7 June, at Banbury URC The Haven.  10am – 4pm.
· In person Foundation & Intermediate course, Saturday 20 September, at Fareham URC.  10am – 4pm.
· Online Refresher training across 2 sessions.  Tuesdays 6.30pm – 8pm held on 16th September and 23rd September 2025.
To book your place please email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk   or book via the Synod website, go to Safeguarding page https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/safeguarding/    

	Safeguarding Training – Advanced Safeguarding – new date

	Advanced Safeguarding Training online.  Booking link.
Thursdays 9 & 16 October 2025.  6.30pm – 8.30pm on zoom 
This course is mandated for those in the following roles:
Children and Youth Workers including volunteer leaders, and Adult Workers including volunteer leaders. 
Anyone who has completed the Foundation & Intermediate safeguarding training is also welcome to attend (numbers permitting). Places are limited, priority will be given to those in the mandated roles.

	UK wide Safeguarding Training courses – dates and topics 2025 

	List of dates and topics – June to November 2025.
Training Webinars.  Elders as Trustees.  This is available online for you to access in your own time. 




	
Safeguarding – Good Practice 6

	GP6 is now available.  Church House has sent out hard copies to Church Safeguarding Coordinators.  GP6 is available online here.

	[bookmark: _Hlk194910856]

First Aid training – information on courses

	Local churches have a responsibility to ensure that there is adequate provision of first aid at all their programmes.  
Flowchart to help churches identify the appropriate training.
Booking procedure.

	

First Aid training – Paediatric First Aid training

	Saturday 5 July 2025, 10am – 5pm.
The training will consist of 6 hours pre-learning online followed by a one-day practical session at Christ Church, Woodley, near Reading, RG5 3LA.
If you are interested in attending, please email bookings@urcwessex.org.uk

	[bookmark: _Hlk195089908]


Mental Health First Aid training – dates in 2025

	Wessex Synod will cover the cost of the following courses, (2-day course or online equivalent).  
· Become a certified Mental Health First Aider.  
· Become a certified Youth Mental Health First Aider. 
Training dates and further information can be found on the trainer, Peter Larkum’s website .   
Please register via Wessex Synod, not direct, and preferably no later than 10 days before the start of the training course.  
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to receive the link to register on the course.  

	


Mental Health First Aid – Refresher training

	At Woking URC, date and time to be confirmed.
If you are interested in attending, please email bookings@urcwessex.org.uk  

	




Development and Support
Bookings for all events and training courses to
Ruth Heine at the Synod Office
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513

	From your DSOs

	Development and Support Officers Mary and Ray continue to support churches, elderships and ministers, individually and through their work with the pastoral committees. 
If you or your church feels that the DSOs can be of assistance, please do be in touch with them.
Ray Stanyon – dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk
Mary Thomas – dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk

	


Dates in 2025

	Church Treasurers’ Networking Zoom – changed to Saturday 14 June 2025.
Elders’ Conference – Saturday 28 June 2025 at Sarum College. 
Church Secretaries’ Networking Zoom – Saturday 20 September 2025.

	

Diary date 2026 – new

	Lay Preachers’ Gathering – Saturday 21 March 2026 at Sarum College.
Elders’ conference – Saturday 25 July 2026 at Sarum College

	


Children’s and Youth Events and Training

	


Talking About … Calendar 2025 

	Dates and session topics for your diary. 

	Talking About … Youth Groups from Home

	Thursday 24 April 2025.  7pm – 8pm. 
Join us for an interactive session designed to help you create a welcoming, meaningful, and fun youth group in the comfort of your own home! 
Whether you're looking to build stronger relationships with young people, offer hospitality in your home, provide a safe, supportive space for young people to connect, this or to create an environment for Bible study and praying together, this one hour session will guide you through every step. 
Learn practical tips on setting up your space, creating a positive atmosphere, managing group dynamics and how to do all of this within the new guidance and safeguarding framework. By the end of the session, you'll be equipped with the tools to run a successful and memorable youth group right from your home!
Book your place at www.bit.ly/URCTalkingAbout to receive the Zoom link and secure your spot.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

	Youth Camp, 11 to 13 July 2025 – bookings now open

	For young people in school years 7 – 13 (ages 11 – 17 years old).   At  G B Outdoor Centre. 

	
URC Children’s and Youth Bi-monthly Newsletter – January 2025

	From the Children’s and Youth Team at Church House.
Bi-monthly Newsletter – January 2025

	


Family Film Night – new resources added 

	Two new Family Film Night resources have been added to the Synod website:  Onward – We are all on a Quest and The Christmas Chronicles
Free to download and use.  Designed for families to have fun together and explore big questions together, based around a family friendly film.

	





Children and youth Work webinar

	For those working with children and young people.
Understanding behaviour and additional needs webinar.  Available on YouTube here.

	[bookmark: _Hlk150160518]
Job Opportunities

	Lay Employment Adviser

	Southampton District of the Methodist Church and the
Wessex Synod of the United Reformed Church
We seek to appoint a professional HR specialist to the role of
LAY EMPLOYMENT ADVISER
14 hours per week £33,000 pa (pro rata)
The principal duties include advising and liaising with lay and ordained Church Officers to enable and implement good employment practice, keeping accurate and up-to-date records and delivering training sessions to small groups.
The postholder will work from home and will be provided with a laptop and phone.
Part-time 14 hours per week spread over 3 days with some flexibility to work evenings and weekends occasionally.
The ability to travel around the District and Synod is essential, as is an Enhanced DBS check.
The Job Description, Person Specification and Application Form are available from:
Revd Rachel Borgars via layemployment@sdmc.org.uk 
Further details also available here: Lay Employment Adviser vacancy

	
The Congregational Memorial Hall Trust

	The Congregational Memorial Hall Trust is seeking to appoint a Clerk to the Trustees to succeed the current postholder on his retirement.
The role involves overseeing the general administration and financial affairs of the charity. 
Hours: In the region of 35 to 40 hours per month, worked flexibly 
Remuneration:  £17,000 - £19,000 plus pension
The position will be home based with some meetings in Central London and Cambridge.
The Congregational Memorial Hall Trust maintains the Congregational Library and makes grants to fund the work and mission of Congregational and United Reformed Churches.
For further information see the Trust’s website www.conglib.ac.uk
Applications by email to  willie.duncan@conglib.ac.uk
or in writing to 
The Congregational Memorial Hall Trust (1978) Limited, 17 Springfield Park, Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 2NH
Closing date for applications 15th May 2025.
Interviews will be held in London on 5th June 2025 

	







Other News

	URC Church & Community Engagement News

	View the latest issue: Church & Community Engagement News

	
URC Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter

	View Issue 13: April 2025 of Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter

	



URC News Update

	View latest News Update here

View News Update Extra
You can subscribe to News Update via the link on the URC website.

	


Joint Public Issues Team

	View latest JPIT newsletter 

	
Churches Together in England Newsletter

	Latest newsletter available here: https://cte.org.uk/enews/ 

	News from around the Synod

	





Does your church have a good news story?

	If your church has something it would like to share with people via the Synod Website page “Stories from our Churches”, please send the article to the Synod Office and we will publish it on that page.
NB If using photographs please ensure you have signed permission from those people featured for it to be published on the Synod Website (not just for your own personal church’s use) and supply this at the same time as submitting the article.
New Stories are added as when they are received, so do keep an eye on the page regularly. 

	
Reminders

	150th Anniversary of the World Council of Reformed Churches

	With roots in the 16th-century Reformation, and particularly in the theology of John Calvin, the World Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC) dates its organisational history to London in 1875, and has been unifying churches over the course of its existence. It now represents 100m Christians from 230+ member churches in 109 countries around the world. A service to mark its 150th anniversary will be held on July 12 at the American International Church, Tottenham Court Road. 
Free tickets can be reserved here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1257520550819?aff=oddtdtcreator 

	
Rejoice and Sing Live – Saturday 3rd May 

	A hymn-filled, songful celebration of the URC’s hymn book, Rejoice and Sing, which is celebrating its 35th anniversary. 
Join the URC and Reform magazine at Coventry Central Hall from 12 noon on Saturday 3 May. As well as lots of hymn singing from 2pm, there will be talks, a panel discussion with those involved with the creation of Rejoice and Sing, an exhibition, the URC Bookshop, talks from David Thompson and Stephen Orchard, contributions from Dominic Grant, Anne Sardeson, Steve Tomkins, David Williams, Roo Stewart and many more. A scratch choir is also being created for the event. 
What’s your favourite hymn? 
Reform magazine wants to know what your favourite hymn is and why. Email reform@urc.org.uk with the title of your favourite hymn (and tune if needed), the reason why you like it, along with your name and the name of the church you attend if you’re happy to share it. These will be used to help select the hymns for the event and will be featured in Reform magazine too. 
Tickets are free and are available from www.bit.ly/reform-live. The café at the hall will be open for lunch, which can be pre-ordered. 

	Mission Praise – surplus copies available

	Beacon Hill URC in Hindhead have copies of Mission Praise which they no longer use and would like to find a home for. 
They have available: 
· 1 hardback music edition with 798 songs; 
· 3 hardback word edition with 798 songs; 
· 6 softback word edition with 282 songs; and 
· 32 softback word editions with 282 songs from a different impression.
If your church is interested in any of these copies, please contact Karen Smith on 07742 669341 to discuss what you would like and to arrange collection.

	






Prayer Calendar

	
May Calendar

	4
	· Le Weekend
· Wareham

	11
	· Trinity, Abingdon
· Drayton United Church

	18
	· Normandy, Guildford
· Trinity, Charminster

	27
	· Guernsey
· Marsh Gibbon

	


May – A Prayer by Christian Aid
Creator God,
You created a world of community,
richness, and love.
But human greed has brought
separation, destruction, and injustice.
So, we pray for the opportunities and
boldness to act together with others, to
break down the barriers of our selfish
desires.
We pray our collective actions will be
driven by wisdom and love, so that we
your church will be agents for justice,
as we seek a world fruitful for all of
creation.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

	
June Calendar

	1
	· The Beacon Church, Canford Heath
· Warsash

	8
	· Three Legged Cross
· Mike Shrubsole as he retires

	
15
	· Jersey
· Marston, Oxford

	22
	· Shanklin, Isle of Wight
· Church on the Heath

	
29
	· Braishfield
· United Church of Egham	
· Brill

	
June Eco Prayer
Creator God, source of all life 
You spoke, and the universe burst into being
Abundant, full of wonder and life,
Everything expressing praise to You, God of wonders!
We add our voices to the praises of the created world.
We pray this month that in our journey alongside you
We may serve you by our prayers for our world, and the challenges we face in the warming climate.
Inspire us by your Holy Spirit
To act faithfully to safeguard Creation in every way we are able, 
Not thinking of ourselves
But loving our neighbours in all places 
So that in our Synod, as in our local churches, and the whole company of your Church
Your Righteousness, Justice and Peace may flow
In love to all
Amen

	
Items for the next edition to office@urcwessex.org.uk
by 12noon on Monday 12th May 2025
Please submit news items in the form of:
a heading; date and venue details; a brief descriptive sentence and a website link.
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