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Sharing the Vision  

 

July 2025 

News from the Wessex Synod 
 

 

 

 

URC Spirituality online Quiet Day – 26th July 

The next URC Spirituality online quiet day, on the theme of Attending to the 
presence of God will take place on Saturday 26 July, 1030-1600 and will be led 
by Mark Argent. 
We’ll explore some of the ways people have found helpful to deepen their sense of 
the presence of God. 
During the day we’ll spend some time together on screen, and some time away 
from our computers, praying, spending some time in stillness and some time 
attending to what is around us in our normal spaces. We’ll draw on the readings for 
the day, particularly the gospel, Jesus calming the storm in Luke 8:22-25 

The event is free, but please book so that we can send you a Zoom link.  

For more information and to book, please click here. 

CANCELLED - Wessex Synod’s Big Day In – 6th September 

 

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furc-spirituality.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd75c8f4e14d02ce7deed62ac2%26id%3D0dac9560d4%26e%3D8641a72baf&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7Ceee55f7d05ba4f79337708ddc4a9421d%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638882953422645805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l%2F8sgbDjLtvIqFJr81DaojOWE8mudIKnzOemucy%2BFqY%3D&reserved=0
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Mansfield College Chaplain 

Mansfield College Oxford has appointed a URC minister as their chaplain, the 
Revd Dr Nathan Eddy.  Nathan lives in London, where he also works as Director of 
the Council for Christians and Jews and his wife is an Anglican parish priest.   

The NEW Church Leadership Programme (CLP) 

We are delighted to be able to share that the CLP course has been revised and 
updated and is now being offered, through Northern College, from September 
2025. More details can be found here: 
https://northerncollege.co.uk/learning/training-for-lay-people/church-leadership/ 

Taster Session 

Join Northern College for a taster session on Wednesday 13th August from 19:00-
20:00 on Zoom. You will get a flavour of what you can expect from the course and 
the opportunity to ask questions. 

Please email Christine to register your interest 
– christine.hufton@lutherking.ac.uk 

The Church Leadership Programme (CLP) is a year-long learning journey 
designed for lay and ordained leaders in URC churches and community contexts. 
It is delivered through a blend of online learning and three residential weekends 
held in Manchester. 

CLP encourages you to explore reflective practice as a foundation for sustaining 
healthy leadership in ministry. It aims to deepen your theoretical and practical 
understandings of reflective practice, by engaging with a range of perspectives 
including theological, biblical, and psychological approaches. 

Experiential learning is central to this programme and will be fostered in several 
ways: 

• A regular reflective space led by your tutor, creating an environment for 
shared reflection and discussion 

• Self-reflective tasks designed to help you personalise your engagement with 
the material 

• A reflective journal, maintained throughout the programme, which will form a 
key part of allowing you to integrate your learning into the heart of your 
ongoing ministerial practice 

By the end of the programme, participants will be able to: 

• Demonstrate a critical understanding of reflective practice and its application 
to leadership in your context 

• Apply reflective practices to bring insight, transformation, and growth into 
your leadership and ministry 

• Gain a clearer understanding of your strengths, vulnerabilities, and 
development needs as a leader 

CLP is beginning in September 2025. To register your interest and for more 
information, please contact christine.hufton@lutherking.ac.uk 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnortherncollege.co.uk%2Flearning%2Ftraining-for-lay-people%2Fchurch-leadership%2F&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7C02c9c6d6d06d41a19f7408ddc45006c7%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638882570656962877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g%2F5LdIvSJF5N5BlC30lQmL83Nb4OqAJt57W1sAtPYso%3D&reserved=0
mailto:christine.hufton@lutherking.ac.uk
mailto:christine.hufton@lutherking.ac.uk
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If you would like to register for the course, please download the registration form. 
Fees and funding options can be found in Section 8 of the form. 

To submit your registration form, or to discuss tuition and/or funding further, please 
email ministries@urc.org.uk – registration close at 12pm on Saturday 30th 
August 2025 

URC 2025 Community Project Award winners 

Seven church projects offering outstanding service to their communities have 
received awards from the United Reformed Church (URC) General Assembly 
meeting at The Hayes in Swanwick from 4-7 July. 

The URC’s Community Awards partner for the past 16 years has been the 
insurance company Congregational.  

In 2025, they have funded awards of £2,000 for each of the three winning projects 
and four awards of £1,000 for four highly commended projects. The 2025 awards 
bring the number of churches that have received awards to 82. They have 
received a total of £150,000. 

This year's winners are Dove Dementia Cafe, Diss URC in Norfolk; Food with 
Friends, Rivertown URC in Shotton, North Wales; and Food for Thought, Union 
Church Margate in Kent. 

The four highly commended projects are Forget-Me-Not Café, St Andrews 
Roundhay URC in Leeds; Stepping Out for the Community, Longton URC, Stoke 
on Trent; Vine Gardening Club, Vine URC in Ilford, Essex; and Soupermums, 
Wilsden Trinity Church near Bradford. 

The Revd Tim Meadows, Moderator of the URC General Assembly, said the 
awards recognise projects that “demonstrate the love of God and the mission of 
the Church by reaching out in many different ways to help the local communities in 
which our churches serve”. 

A short video of each community project is available.   

A reminder to churches that this is a fund you can apply for each year.  

Disability Awareness Sunday – 28 September  

Through the Roof have sent the following regarding Disability Awareness Sunday.  

There is a short video of disabled Christian author Emily Owen that can be played 
in churches, and Emily has also written the materials for use in services too on the 
theme of 'Made in the image of God'. All the resources are free and include 
suggested hymns and songs, prayers, etc, as well as Emily's video and ideas for 
the talk.  

The date for Disability Awareness Sunday is 28th September, but churches can 
use this material on any Sunday at all. The important thing is to spread the 
message of welcome and inclusion for disabled people in our churches. 

Link to request the pack: Disability Awareness Sunday - Through the Roof 

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnortherncollege.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F07%2F2025-CLP-Registration-Form.docx&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7C02c9c6d6d06d41a19f7408ddc45006c7%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638882570656999914%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6AxXXzkFkv3i%2FjrJ80vBpF55yE%2F4zQoYyOwajzXluA0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ministries@urc.org.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.agilitypr.delivery%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.kTy92iDFETINhmi0a-2F7DpREdQW8bWokh5xnH2p-2Fm8wkIdW0EvJEd7Hx0IRgl1daB-kES_iLxGk46dXUYlIVq3biCNMRm1OSnJZgWVWKsTPz6YxSKimgzBmsQQZV1E8nwIXu1KW9l3EAbDJeuPSWDjrYsTQwtaELZ-2Bx29c8E9bKnmcvNKODtBZXms7URFJJWfC2AKiHPsPNvHKwy9S3z3dAVqVHN-2B3IvtugnJ8Cr7FfGCjT2NE7NV0n1IeZB3TFR3EGovb3RnfYsBgCgCS7ysIaVQA8IzHRw4EsfQ3ClUnvVpnYS09DpomGB5ukUa40bILEs6fkjfjhMtcPEA6jnMuUHajtyDsvb1oY9BxcshBKym0Le7dehmPgDhvn6TmhKDAEIhRDwpQnRXmS0Di-2FB7-2Bu-2F1plcUtBzb4Kc2t-2FBN6LAVvk8v9Igjdd-2B7ASTRvQxX7rWFNgK6TrdIbAuDp5lMzvtV6IEpGNy6OOVnUE0cBGvFfQzqnfL0JJcej16diDafokU4uAxR9BgyvVWuHnaEANfHVbX0wOJ9M-2Br2YlSDDaAeRqeU-3D&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7C0198ac331f1f4448607d08ddbf92eff9%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638877359992282070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o0N%2Bk4YSZRlMcNaT%2FcLggKjw747TapfTPoAPxQT48h0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.agilitypr.delivery%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.kTy92iDFETINhmi0a-2F7Dpb77FIxoAFMv0WFvIaWSXKpeOo1wRK3mEq09URtVw1BA3Jq-2FkweZ7KGw1XBgFroQ4MrCgm4a6KTP0Tn3GA3d6Is-3Dz0pl_iLxGk46dXUYlIVq3biCNMRm1OSnJZgWVWKsTPz6YxSKimgzBmsQQZV1E8nwIXu1KW9l3EAbDJeuPSWDjrYsTQwtaELZ-2Bx29c8E9bKnmcvNKODtBZXms7URFJJWfC2AKiHPsPNvHKwy9S3z3dAVqVHN-2B3IvtugnJ8Cr7FfGCjT2NE7NV0n1IeZB3TFR3EGovb3RnfYsBgCgCS7ysIaVQA8IzHRw4EsfQ3ClUnvVpnYS09DpomGB5ukUa40bILEs6fkjfjhMtcPEA6jnMuUHajtyDsvb1oY9BxcshBKym0Le7dehmPgDhvn6TmhKDAEIhRDwpQnRXmS0Di-2FB7-2Bu-2F1plc1WtLXvfXtRufaKvF14u63mtjpwz0XCoLjLx-2B5gbkONdQpB5YeY2JC-2BfkzieiYLEwesT-2FvmBb1Yznfx5WXRj1Loy-2BsoMmzgptmPUIOs0h1dilVudqa2BPLSUFqd-2BfkTUVPgDutCocv2U2GuamIbrKA-3D&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7C0198ac331f1f4448607d08ddbf92eff9%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638877359992306945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0lFu%2F2cfHXG8a2MLamg5nOt4fv4a5t%2FLE1ywFPgnXK4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthroughtheroof.org%2Fforchurches%2Fdisability-awareness-sunday%2F&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7C7270ba474c6e4b26d5f608ddba63dbe8%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638871660345144385%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ftfmKfk2V%2F4XtTRSKrAVB3OsN%2FsbMyRYRqsrsXw8AV8%3D&reserved=0
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Northern College is becoming Luther King! 

Northern College (United Reformed Church Centre for Learning) is joining with 
Northern Baptist Church and the Luther King Centre to become Luther King. 
Serving the United Reformed Church as a Resource Centre for Learning, along 
with Baptist and many more Christian denominations and churches. 

Luther King is a place of transformation, where learning and living come together 
in a spirit of growth, sanctuary, and purpose. Rooted in the legacy of Luther King, 
and in the Baptist and United Reformed Church traditions, we are committed to an 
inclusive and justice seeking approach to theological education. We equip 
individuals for a variety of ministries and mission in the real-world, reaffirming 
personal and spiritual development. Alongside this, our accommodation and 
conferencing facilities in Manchester, offer a friendly stay for all, embodying the 
values of hospitality and inclusion. Together, at Luther King, we create a thriving 
community where faith, learning, and life flourish. 

Please find a link to our information video below, with more details to follow in the 
coming months. Feel free to share the link with anyone you feel may benefit from 
this information. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFoFfegNNhU 

Sea Sunday 2025 

We are delighted to let you know that Sailors’ Society has launched its 2025 Sea 
Sunday resources for churches – available to download from our website at 
https://www.sailors-society.org/seasunday.  Sea Sunday is set aside in the Church 
calendar as time for congregations to remember seafarers in prayer and to give 
thanks for their crucial work. Whilst the day is officially marked on the second 
Sunday in July you can celebrate anytime in the year.  Whether you have just a 
few minutes or an entire service to highlight Sea Sunday, we are delighted to 
share our free-to-use resources and help shine a light on the lives of seafarers. 

Our 2025 Sea Sunday theme is ‘Being there when a storm hits’.  This theme has 
been chosen to mark the 10th anniversary of Sailors’ Society’s Crisis Response 
Network, which provides support for seafarers and their families. When a crisis hits 
at sea, it can be frightening and overwhelming for those caught up in it and also for 
those awaiting news of their loved ones on shore. But they do not need to face this 
alone. From piracy and imprisonment to shipwrecks and suicides, our global team 
of crisis responders continue to provide the immediate and long-term support that 
is needed, and we remain available across the world and around the clock. 

To illustrate our work and the ethos behind it, we have chosen as the reading for 
Sea Sunday, Saint Matthew’s telling of how, when the disciples were terrified, 
caught up in a storm, Jesus went to them. And when Peter was sinking and cried 
out, how Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. As a Christian global 
maritime charity, we seek to mirror Christ’s example in the work we do and, 
through our Crisis Response Network, we have been able to reach out a helping 
hand, supporting seafarers and their families through some of the darkest times of 
their lives. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DKFoFfegNNhU&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7C13d369e2317e4ae184db08ddb8936021%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638869665308989668%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lmO%2FJjhYjJVJ3IRQbkvQ2HpwxTI20Eem5s9bo1%2F8Ne0%3D&reserved=0
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Hidden behind port walls or away at sea, most of us don’t give seafarers a second 
thought. But this invisible workforce is vast – 1.9 million men and women – and so 
is its impact on our lives.  Over 90% of everything we own and use is brought to us 
by sea: life-saving medical equipment, food and drink, our cars and even the bricks 
that make up our homes.  To do this, seafarers face a life that separates them from 
their families for up to a year and a job that can be gruelling and dangerous.  We 
are here for them 24/7 and 365 days of the year, whenever they need us and 
wherever they are in the world.   

For more than 200 years, Sailors’ Society has given spiritual, welfare and 
educational support to seafarers and their families.  We hope our worship 
resources, with suggestions for a service, activities for children and young people 
and a PowerPoint and poster will help you celebrate Sea Sunday, joining churches 
across the world in remembering the world’s seafarers.  The material is provided 
free of charge, but we would be very grateful if you would consider a donation to 
the charity to help us continue to bring hope and transformation into the lives of 
seafarers and their families. 

NEW FIRE REGULATIONS 

Please see the link for the new fire regulation coming into force on the 4th July 
2025 

Understanding Changes in Fire Safety Regulations | Seton UK 

Fire Extinguisher 

Please ensure that the fire extinguishers in your building comply with this new 
regulation. 

Friends of the Pfalz Webinar 

The next webinar for Friends of the Pfalz will take place on Thursday 25 
September at 7pm (see Zoom link below). 

Friends of other European churches (for example the Eglise Protestante and the 
Waldensian Church in Italy) would be very welcome, and please forward to anyone 
else you feel might be interested. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81912714395?pwd=g0rXyVgq5ecckEYfcN9y2FCBTX4
EsG.1 

Meeting ID: 819 1271 4395 

Passcode: 184450 

  

https://www.seton.co.uk/legislationwatch/article/understanding-changes-in-fire-safety-regulations/?camp=Email-fire-extinguisher-ban_hf_all_esg_no-offer-no-test_SetonUK&utm_content=fire-extinguisher-ban_hf_all_esg_no-offer-no-test_SetonUK&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=16062025_Fire-Regs-vs-PA_SetonUK&sfdc=&bcemail=a45f5092fb7adfe77e27b92da3cb56ada5bc2a81743bce6e652aef30d81055e3&elq_id=5466879
https://www.seton.co.uk/seton-afff-spray-foam-fire-extinguishers.html#FRE0042
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F81912714395%3Fpwd%3Dg0rXyVgq5ecckEYfcN9y2FCBTX4EsG.1&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7Cde12320442654e9f063f08ddc85e6aa5%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638887030081325592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=noWwkuNPOty3NfeLQAnSKyX4K%2F2LnUQsC6Ch8q9jvu8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F81912714395%3Fpwd%3Dg0rXyVgq5ecckEYfcN9y2FCBTX4EsG.1&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7Cde12320442654e9f063f08ddc85e6aa5%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638887030081325592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=noWwkuNPOty3NfeLQAnSKyX4K%2F2LnUQsC6Ch8q9jvu8%3D&reserved=0
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Upcoming Synod events 
Bookings for all events and training courses to 

Ruth Heine at the Synod Office 

Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding Training – Flowchart 

The flowchart gives an overview of the various safeguarding training courses on 
offer and has a table which shows the mandatory level of safeguarding training for 
various roles within the URC.  The flowchart is on the Synod website. 

URC Safeguarding Newsletter – July 2025 

Read the latest newsletter from the Safeguarding Team at Church House. 

Safeguarding Training – Foundation & Intermediate courses in 2025 

Upcoming Safeguarding Foundation & Intermediate courses in Wessex Synod.  

• Bespoke Intermediate safeguarding for local church Elders on 
Wed evening, 3 September, at Hope URC, Weymouth. 6pm – 8.30pm. 

• F&I course onSaturday 20 September, at Fareham URC.  10am – 4pm. 

• F&I on Saturday 4 October, at Bitterne URC, Southampton.  10am – 4pm. 

To book your place please email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk   or book via the 
Synod website, https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/safeguarding/     

Safeguarding Training – Refresher courses in 2025 

Upcoming Safeguarding Refresher training courses in Wessex Synod.  

• Online Refresher training across 2 sessions.  Tuesdays 6.30pm – 8pm held 
on 16th September and 23rd September 2025. 

• Refresher Woking URC on Saturday 27 September 2025.  9.30am–1.30pm. 

To book your place please email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk    

or book via the Synod website, https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/safeguarding/     

Safeguarding Training – Advanced Safeguarding – new date 

Advanced Safeguarding Training online.  Booking link. 
Thursdays 9 & 16 October 2025.  6.30pm – 8.30pm on zoom  

This course is mandated for those in the following roles: 

Children and Youth Workers including volunteer leaders, and Adult Workers 
including volunteer leaders.  

Anyone who has completed the Foundation & Intermediate safeguarding training is 
also welcome to attend (numbers permitting). Places are limited, priority will be 
given to those in the mandated roles. 

mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Flowchart-Wx-Safeguarding-Training-Courses-updated-Sept-2024.pdf
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Safeguarding-July-2025-Newsletter.pdf
mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/safeguarding/
mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/safeguarding/
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/event/advanced-safeguarding-training/
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UK wide Safeguarding Training courses – dates and topics 2025  

List of dates and topics – June to November 2025. 

Training Webinars.  Elders as Trustees.  This is available online for you to access 
in your own time.  

Safeguarding – Good Practice 6 – new material 

GP6 is available online at  https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-good-
practice/  or visit the URC Bookshop to order a printed copy. 

 

New material on the Good Practice 6 Resources page includes: 

• A self-declaration form for the safer recruitment on Elders 

• Information on the involvement in church life of people who may pose a risk 
to others (with further updates to follow) 

• Interim guidance on use of the DBS Update Service 

• Guidelines on safer recruitment of those who lead worship 

First Aid training – information on courses 

Local churches have a responsibility to ensure that there is adequate provision of 
first aid at all their programmes.   

Flowchart to help churches identify the appropriate training. 

Booking procedure. 

Mental Health First Aid training – dates in 2025 

Wessex Synod will cover the cost of the following courses, (2-day course or online 
equivalent).   

• Become a certified Mental Health First Aider.   

• Become a certified Youth Mental Health First Aider.  

Training dates and further information can be found on the trainer, Peter Larkum’s 
website here.    

Please register via Wessex Synod, not direct, and preferably no later than 10 
days before the start of the training course.   

Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to receive the link to register on the course.   

Mental Health First Aid – Refresher training 

At Woking URC, Saturday 27 September 2025, 10am – 2pm. 

For those who have completed the full two-day Mental Health First Aid course or 
online equivalent. 

If you are interested in attending, please email bookings@urcwessex.org.uk   

  

https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/National-safeguarding-2025-June-to-November-dates.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UESS4oo6TqA
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-good-practice/
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-good-practice/
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Flow-Chart-First-Aid-Training-options-updated-October-2024.pdf
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Booking-procedure-first-aid-training-updated-October-2024-.pdf
https://www.peterlarkum.com/courses-and-events
https://www.peterlarkum.com/courses-and-events
mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
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Development and Support 
Bookings for all events and training courses to 

Ruth Heine at the Synod Office 

Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513 

From your DSOs 

Development and Support Officers Mary and Ray continue to support churches, 
elderships and ministers, individually and through their work with the pastoral 
committees.  
If you or your church feels that the DSOs can be of assistance, please do be in 
touch with them. 

Ray Stanyon – dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk 
Mary Thomas – dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk 

Church Secretaries 

Church Secretaries’ Networking Zoom – Saturday 20 September 2025. 

An opportunity to discuss questions and topics of interest. 

Book your place to receive the zoom link. 

Leading Your Church into Growth 

At Fleet URC.  10am to 4pm (tbc) 

4 October 2025, 22 November 2026 and 24 January 2026 

Last year, some 50 elders attended a Wessex LYCiG course over three Saturdays 
and many are putting the learning into practice locally. We are offering the course 
again. 

Ideally, Ministers and Elders from each church would come as a group.  

Please discuss with your Elders’ Meeting whether you can benefit from this in your 
church.   

Session 1    Create a prayerful culture of growth.  Implement an effective 
                        strategy. 

Session 2    Practice fruitful evangelism.  Develop engaging worship. 

Session 3    Become an inviting and welcoming church.  Making a pathway 
                     for seekers to become disciples.  Beginning a planned journey  
                     of growth. 

Diary dates 2026 – new 

Lay Preachers’ Gathering – Saturday 21 March 2026 at Sarum College. 

Elders’ conference – Saturday 25 July 2026 at Sarum College 

  

mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
mailto:dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk
mailto:dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk
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Children’s and Youth Events and Training 

Talking About … Calendar 2025  

Dates and session topics for your diary.  

Talking About … Rest and Self-care for Practitioners 

Thursday 22 July 2025.  7pm – 8pm.    

Advert. 

Book your place at www.bit.ly/URCTalkingAbout to receive the Zoom link and 
secure your spot.  We look forward to seeing you there!  

Wessex URC Youth 

Visit the new Youth page on the synod website to find out what is on offer. 

Wessex Youth Programme Leaflet 

URC Children’s and Youth Bi-monthly Newsletter – May 2025 

From the Children’s and Youth Team at Church House. 

Bi-monthly Newsletter – May 2025 

Family Film Night – new resources added  

Two new Family Film Night resources have been added to the Synod website:  
Onward – We are all on a Quest and The Christmas Chronicles 

Free to download and use.  Designed for families to have fun together and explore 
big questions together, based around a family friendly film. 

Children and youth Work webinar 

For those working with children and young people. 

Understanding behaviour and additional needs webinar.  Available on 
YouTube here. 

Job Opportunities 

URC Vacancies 

Volunteer position as Trustee of the Congregational Fund Board 

Church Family Support & Outreach Worker - Chesterfield 

Church Family Support & Outreach Worker (18 hours pw) 

F/T Salary circa £29k P/T Pro Rata 

Are you a people person who enjoys making connections? 

Apply for full details to St Andrew’s URC Chesterfield 

Revd Don Nichols standrewschesterfieldjob@gmail.com  

by 23rd June 

  

https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Talking-about-Calendar.jpg
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/talking-about-rest/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bit.ly%2FURCTalkingAbout&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7C12007330af7d4409711808dd7b3be7ab%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638802219397795621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H0Lhs8vteNoNJ%2FXo0ohKc6oq5CAncX8PXbubBvMdpxQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Y-Spring-2025.pdf
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Bimonthly-Update-from-URC-CYW-May-2025.pdf
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Onward.pdf
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/The-Christmas-Chronicles.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XxpvUGVT_o
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/CFB-advert.pdf
mailto:standrewschesterfieldjob@gmail.com
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Other News 

URC Church & Community Engagement News 

View the latest issue: Church & Community Engagement News 

URC Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter 

View Issue 15: June 2025 of Education and Learning bi-monthly newsletter 

URC News Update 

View latest News Update here 
 

You can subscribe to News Update via the link on the URC website. 

Joint Public Issues Team 

View June JPIT newsletter  

IBEX Newsletter 

IBEX: Churches Working with the Economy newsletter 

Churches Together in England Newsletter 

Latest newsletter available here: https://cte.org.uk/enews/  

Reminders 

Needed: a new Green Advocate for Wessex Synod 

With the retirement of Revd Mike Shrubsole, the Synod needs to recruit a new 
Green Advocate, to take the lead on green issues, encouraging congregations to 
become eco-churches, and to work on Wessex becoming an eco-synod.  

The role description and person specification are available from Philip Bonnier, 
Secretary of the Synod Mission and Outreach Committee, at 
philip@bonnier.org.uk  

Inductions within the Synod 

The Revd Chris Parker, currently serving in East Midlands Synod, has been 
called to Bracknell, Maidenhead, Marlow, and Windsor. His Induction service 
will be on Saturday 20 September at 2.30pm at Maidenhead URC. With four 
churches to fit into one venue for an induction, space is limited.  Any members of 
Synod wishing to attend should contact John Holton on john.holton@virgin.net, in 
order to enquire if there is room for them. 

Ministers wishing to transfer to the United Reformed Church 

Ministers of other churches wishing to transfer to the United Reformed Church can 
seek a Certificate of Eligibility to come on to the Roll of Ministers of the United 
Reformed Church.  Applications should be received by 31st  July 2025, with initial 
interviews via Zoom in August. Successful candidates will be invited to attend an 

https://urc-news.org.uk/cr/AQi9nAcQw7zTARiTl5xT1MAnKVgNdZ4KEdYYFI04G127cQuCVRwlMK4vTjRN3Hg
https://urc-news.org.uk/cr/AQi9nAcQsJTTARioldiQARFYNr6997SRLxygtQR8Qe4ikasEI1RXBP67UVKeHtcx
https://urc-news.org.uk/cr/AQi9nAcQjp7TARiTl5xThnYckSD6WhNk_NIHS5-QEKVqMzW1Un_g5J8yHzsbcjc
https://urc-news.org.uk/cr/AQi9nAcQjp7TARiTl5xThnYckSD6WhNk_NIHS5-QEKVqMzW1Un_g5J8yHzsbcjc
https://jointpublicissues-news.org.uk/cr/AQiF1AQQ68OWBxjB_--JAodWcpOiJuUqRKnB0jbLnpMFpH4r_Lcall6H-N9EUDPP
https://mailchi.mp/4113e930d76a/ibex-summer-newsletter?e=604bec2395
https://cte.org.uk/enews/
mailto:philip@bonnier.org.uk
mailto:john.holton@virgin.net
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furc.org.uk%2Fimages%2FMinistries%2FMinistries%2520Committee%2FAccreditation%2520Sub-committee%2FProcedure.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7Cb045ad3c52f84a3f11d508dda35f4dd0%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638846352222210025%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FaoQz8TmXxq4BM78PZo8Uqe468%2Fr%2Bf19DvhLlMasOog%3D&reserved=0
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in-person Assessment Conference from 30th October – 1st November 2025 in 
Cambridge, UK.  

Applications are welcome from ministers who are members of churches that are 
either a member of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, the Council for World 
Mission, the World Communion of Reformed Churches. Your application should 
evidence experience in local pastorate ministry (minimum 5 years) in a leadership 
role; intercultural competence; understanding/experience of working in multi-
church pastorates/settings and a readiness and willingness to serve in any part of 
the UK 

Those interested should contact the Ministries Office (ministries@urc.org.uk  020 
7916 8649) for an application pack.   

News from around the Synod 

Does your church have a good news story? 

If your church has something it would like to share with people via the Synod 
Website page “Stories from our Churches”, please send the article to the Synod 
Office and we will publish it on that page. 

NB If using photographs please ensure you have signed permission from those people featured 
for it to be published on the Synod Website (not just for your own personal church’s use) and 
supply this at the same time as submitting the article. 

New Stories are added as when they are received, so do keep an eye on the page regularly.  

Prayer Calendar 

August Calendar 

3 

• Faringdon United Church 

• Swanage 

• Fareham 

10 
• Salisbury 

• High Cross Church, Camberley 

17 
• Bournemouth International Church 

• Westborough  

24 
• Tadley 

• Grange, Reading 

31 

• Blandford Forum 

• St Francis, Banbury 

• South Hayling 

August – A Christian Aid prayer 

Good God of creation,  

we sing praise to you.  

But even as we raise our voices  

we know we have faltered and failed. 

Walking on paths that turned our hearts inward, 

mailto:ministries@urc.org.uk
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/stories-from-our-churches/
mailto:office@urcwessex.org.uk
mailto:office@urcwessex.org.uk
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Too often our leaves have withered 

our branches are barren.  

We have failed to be pruned  

and the axe is now poised.  

Poised to cut down  

the excesses that crucify all creation,  

the systems that impoverish all people,  

the privileges that diminish our faith.  

But even now it is not too late. 

For in the face of judgement  

comes the offer of grace  

and the hope that deadwood can spring to life. 

Where we have failed to bear good fruit  

and share your abundance for the earth 

GOD HAVE MERCY 

When our actions and intentions  

have been as chaff for the winds of heaven  

GOD HAVE MERCY 

Forgive us.  

Restore us. 

Inspire us now 

to delight in your purposes,  

to embrace your possibilities,  

to inhabit your promises,   

to flourish as fruit for the world you so love 

and bring healing for all the nations.  

AMEN 

September Calendar 

7 
• Winchester  

• Blackbird Leys, Church of the Holy Family 

14 
• Milton, Christ Church, Portsmouth 

• Christ Church, Woodley 

21 
• Romsey 

• Twyford (Berks) 

28 
• Peachcroft Christian Centre 

• Iford, Bournemouth 

September - Creationtide 

Sustaining God, Frail Flesh, Wild Wind; 

To live and breathe 

is to be called to praise you 
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in company of the whole of your Creation,  

seen and unseen 

near or far 

So bless this Season of Creation 

As we take thought, pray and act 

Bringing our human activities  

Into harmony with You. 

Help us to hear, see and respond 

To the calls of the Earth 

And our fellow creatures 

To the warnings of weather, 

changes in drought and flood 

which are all around us. 

Inspire our praying 

Our actions 

As we open ourselves to 

Your Love at the heart of all we do 

Amen 

Items for the next edition to office@urcwessex.org.uk 

by 12noon on Monday 11th August 2025 

Please submit news items in the form of: 

a heading; date and venue details; a brief descriptive sentence and a website link. 
 

mailto:office@urcwessex.org.uk

