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3 March 2026

Good morning

Everyone at Abbey URC would like to thank you for the Start Up Outreach grant of £500 which
enabled us to make our church more available and welcoming to all.

Our aim was to improve our outreach by becoming an intrinsic part of the Romsey community
during town events, which is aided by our location — on the market place. Over the Christmas
period we opened our church during various Romsey events, offering a warm space, use of
our facilities and a quiet place to sit and find some peace in the hustle and bustle of the season.
It was lovely to welcome people into our church on each occasion, and during the various
open periods we welcomed approximately 100 people into our church. We have had very
positive responses from the people who came in, and some have since attended services.
/ ﬂ:f Our two new banners, which were purchased as part
mi-, of the grant from Synod, looked great on the railings
and let everyone know they are welcome in our church
and that the church is open.

The crafted angels flew in from all corners of our
s community — each one so individual and special. Via
i social media we expressed our thanks to everyone
.~ who supported us in making angels. There was such a
| wonderful display at church and the joy of watching
people look at each angel and choose the special one
for them was wonderful.

The Tree of Angels was much appreciated by those missing a loved
one, at what is supposed to be a time of joy. Many people said how
important it was to leave their messages and remember them. The
simple white angels carry many memories, feelings and wishes,
sometimes difficult to put into words; Christmas can be such an °
emotional and difficult time for many people. These angels have
been collected and placed in the prayer corner. Leena, one of our &
members, has offered to spend some quiet time praying for each
person mentioned on these angels.

We also offered free Christmas crafts and refreshments for young people
and their families in Abbey Hall during December; there were EIf and Santa
paper chains, lolly-stick stars, lanterns and the opportunity to be creative
with the art supplies. Lots of families came in and enjoyed the activities, and
there was very good feedback from everyone attending.

There was a great deal of engagement with our local community, and we look forward to
continuing this during 2026.
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We are continuing with our youth and family engagement with a free Easter Hunt on Easter
Saturday, and are planning our next free Christmas craft session. The artist who rents one of
our rooms is also holding an art event in our church as part of the Romsey Festival, which will
be open to all. Local quilters will also be displaying Linus Quilts, which are for children as
comfort blankets. We have seen an increase in the number of people booking concerts in the
church.

We have produced A6 fliers to promote our activities for people who may be on their own or
lonely: BALM for the bereaved, the Social Cup on Thursday mornings - a warm space and
free refreshments, Chill Out Tuesday on the first Tuesday of the month in the bar area of The
White Horse in the centre of Romsey, an opportunity to meet new people, get together with
others and enjoy a warm space.

We are excited to be continuing these new ventures, and hope you enjoy this interim review
of our Christmas activities. At the end of the year we hope to be able to report back with even
more good news, and the lessons learned plus any changes made.

Thank you once again for supporting us in this venture.
God bless,

Sarah Beaman
Elder and PR Officer, Abbey URC



