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g News from the Wessex Synod

Church Life Fund Committee

The URC's Extraordinary General Assembly in November 2025 agreed to create
the Church Life Fund to resource shared services, which will be available to all
local churches, and make grants for lay workers and new missional
communities. The fund will be overseen by a committee that includes a
representative from each Synod, and subject to ratification at this year's General
Assembly, | will be Wessex's rep. We expect to have our first meeting later this
Summer.

The committee will set out how applications can be made in due course, but
please take this as an early prompt to think about whether this may be an
opportunity for your church, or your part of the synod, to progress your mission. |
am happy to discuss further - you can contact me at gordon@gordonwoods.org.uk

Gordon Woods

Meditative Walk Romsey — 7 July 2026

Join a gentle Meditative Walker around the peaceful areas of Romsey.
Meet at 10am in front of Abbey URC, Romsey on Tuesday 7 July.
Find them opposite TSB, just off Romsey Market Place.
www.abbeyurc.org.uk

FaithTalk webinar - 16 July 2026

The next FaithTalk webinar will take place at 7pm on Thursday 16 July 2026. You
can reserve your place at: https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/faith-talk-webinars-
4796784

Food Hygiene Training in 2026

URC participants are welcome to attend Food Hygiene training at Guildford Baptist
Church. The July course is 2 Monday evenings. The September course is on a
Saturday. Please sign up via the links. If you require a parking space at the
church, please add this to the notes section.

Food Hygiene Training (13-Jul-2026) - ChurchSuite Events
Food Hygiene Training (19-Sep-2026) - ChurchSuite Events

Prayer Across Dorset & Key Light Up Dorset Events

There is something incredibly exciting growing across Dorset. Churches, leaders,
families, prayer groups and believers from many different traditions are starting to
unite around one simple vision — that every person in Dorset would have the
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opportunity to encounter the love and hope of Jesus.

Over the coming months we would love you and your church community to save
several important dates as we journey together towards Light Up Dorset 2027.
During June we will be launching details of a brand-new free Prayer for Dorset
App.

This app will enable individuals, families, small groups and entire church
communities to take part in mapped and tracked prayer walks across Dorset.
Together we can see every road, street, hamlet, village and town covered in
prayer.

What a powerful way for the Church across Dorset to come together this summer
— praying with unity, expectation and faith for God to move across our
communities.

SAVE THE DATES
Saturday 17th October 2026 — Vision, Prayer & Worship Gathering

© The Lighthouse, Poole

Afternoon Leaders Gathering
For church leaders and ministry teams including:

. Christianity Explored & Alpha leaders

« Youth, children and families leaders

« Lay and full-time ministry teams

. Evangelism and mission leaders
We'll share:

« The mission vision and timeline

« Practical ways your church can use the mission to strengthen community
outreach and discipleship

Evening Celebration Gathering
Open to all churches and Christians across Dorset for a powerful evening of:

« Worship and united prayer

« Testimonies of lives transformed by Jesus
 Vision for Dorset

« Guest speaker announcement coming soon

One group of churches has already booked a coach to attend — we are believing
for an incredible night of unity and expectation together.

ArtServe Festival 2026

Friday 23 October — Sunday 25" October

Kents Hill Park Conference Centre, Milton Keynes, MK7 6BZ

Join us as we explore the ‘Glimmers’ in our lives: the small, often unexpected
moments that bring us closer to God and closer to one another, that deepen our
faith, and renew our strength for the next step on our journey. What are they?




Where might we encounter them? And how can we respond in creative ways?
Explore the Festival theme with author and creative artist Wendy Usher.
Hone a skill or try something new in three creative workshops,

including stained glass, dance, fabric postcards, photography,

outdoor worship, creative writing, off-loom weaving, and music.

Join Maria the ‘flibbertigibbet nun-turned-governess’—and author
Bryony Wood—for an evening of laughter, reflection and singing.

...plus worship, fellowship, good food, and much more!

A chance to meet up with other Christian creatives,

to practise our creative skills and learn new ones,

and to share our creative faith journeys together.

For full information and booking details,

scan QR code or visit: www.artserve.org.uk

Upcoming Synod events
Bookings for all events and training courses to
Ruth Heine at the Synod Office

Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk Tel: 023 8067 4513

Safeguarding Training — Flowchart

The flowchart gives an overview of the various safeguarding training courses on
offer and has a table which shows the mandatory level of safeguarding training for
various roles within the URC. The flowchart is on the Synod website.

Which level of Safeguarding training do | need?

At a glance — list of roles

General Assembly Matrix for levels of mandatory safeguarding training. This is the
full list and includes the recommended bespoke specialist modules.

UK wide Safeguarding Training — bespoke specialist modules

List of dates and topics — January to May 2026.
New List of dates and topics — July — October 2026.

Training Webinars. Elders as Trustees. This is available online for you to access
in your own time.

DDC Verifier Safeguarding Training (on zoom)

This training is for Church Safeguarding Coordinators (primary contact), Church
Secretaries and for DBS verifiers. The training provides information about DBS
checks and additional information on Safer Recruitment Processes for the Church.
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Book one date only: 9 July at 10am, 8 September at 10am, 8 October at 7pm.
Bookings direct to emma.pearce@urc.org.uk

Safeguarding training — dates in 2026

Safeguarding training dates in 2026.

« Foundation & Intermediate course on Wednesday 9 September 2026 at
Aston Tirrold URC, Oxfordshire. 10am — 4pm.

¢ Foundation & Intermediate course on Saturday 17 October 2026 at Havant
URC. 10am —4pm.

¢ Refresher at Westborough URC on Saturday 26 September.
1.30pm — 5.30pm.

¢ Refresher at Bournemouth International Church on Saturday 26
September. 10am — 3pm.

e Online safeguarding Refresher course in Sept/Oct
Delivered across 2 online sessions, participants must attend both sessions to
complete the course and gain a certificate.
Thursday evenings on 24 September and 1 October 2026
6.30pm — 8pm.

e Advanced safeguarding course in October 2026
Delivered across 2 online sessions, participants must attend both sessions to
complete the course and gain a certificate.
Thursday evenings on 15 October and 22 October 2026
6.30pm — 8.30pm

¢ Advanced safeguarding course In-person at Fareham URC on 14
November 2026. 10am — 3.30pm.

Bookings:
Please book via the synod website https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/safeguarding/
or email bookings@urcwessex.org.uk

Safeguarding — Good Practice 6 — F2 form updated

GP6 is available online at https://urc.org.uk/safequarding/safeqguarding-good-
practice/ or visit the URC Bookshop to order a printed copy.

New material on the Good Practice 6 Resources page includes:

o F2 self-declaration form for the safer recruitment on Elders

¢ Information on the involvement in church life of people who may pose a risk to
others (with further updates to follow)

¢ Interim guidance on use of the DBS Update Service

e Guidelines on safer recruitment of those who lead worship
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First Aid training — updated wording on the flow chart

The Health & Safety (First Aid) Regulations 1981 outline requirements to have
‘adequate and appropriate’ equipment, facilities, and personnel to enable first aid
to be given. A First Aid Needs Assessment linked with regular Risk Assessments
should be undertaken annually, considering environment, activities, and those
attending the programmes. Churches should check with their insurance providers
and other governing bodies (such as Ofsted, HR advisors if an employer) to assist
in identifying their requirements for having either a Health & Safety Executive
(HSE) ‘Appointed Person(s)’ AND/OR an Emergency First Aid at Work (EFAW)
qualified person(s).

Below is a link to the flowchart to help churches in Wessex Synod consider the
appropriate level of training through our training provider First Aid for Life.

Flowchart to download.
Booking procedure information.

First Aid — certificated training courses

Certificated first aid courses are valid for 3 years. If you last attended training in
2022, then you are probably due for a renewal. The certificated ‘Emergency First
Aid at Work course’ can be general (for all ages) 6 hours.

Or can have a specific focus on Paediatric or on Senior Citizens (60+). For a
certificated course you will need to do 12 hours: 6 hours of online pre-learning and
one day of practical skills (6 hours).

Mental Health First Aid training — Awareness course

Mental Health First Aid Awareness certificated course
on Saturday 3 October 2026 at Petersfield URC. 10am — 3pm.

This is the last in-person MHFA Awareness course that Wessex Synod will be
offering. Keep an eye out for information about what is to come!

Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to register for the Awareness course.

Mental Health First Aid training

Wessex Synod will cover the cost of the following courses, (2-day course or online
equivalent).

e Become a certified Mental Health First Aider.
e Become a certified Youth Mental Health First Aider.

Training dates and further information can be found on Peter Larkum’s website
here.

Please register via Wessex Synod, not direct, and preferably no later than 10
days before the start of the training course.

Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to receive the link to register on the course.
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Bookings for all events and training courses to
Ruth Heine at the Synod Office

Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk Tel: 023 8067 4513

From your DSOs

Development and Support Officers Mary and Ray continue to support churches,
elderships and ministers, individually and through their work with the pastoral
committees.
If you or your church feels that the DSOs can be of assistance, please do be in
touch with them.

Ray Stanyon — dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk

Mary Thomas — dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk

Diary dates 2026

Secretaries’ Networking zoom — Saturday 16 May 2026, 10am — 11.30am.

Treasurers’ Networking zoom — Saturday 27 June 2026, 10am — 11.30am.
Elders’ conference — Saturday 25 July 2026 at Sarum College.

Diary dates 2027 — new Save the Date!

Lay Preachers’ Gathering — at Sarum College on Saturday 23 January 2027.

Elders’ conference — at Sarum College on Saturday 24 April 2027.

Talking About ... Connecting with uniformed organisations
Tuesday 21 July 2026, 7pm — 8pm. Connecting with uniformed organisations

Book your place at www.bit.ly/URCTalkingAbout to receive the Zoom link and
secure your spot. We look forward to seeing you there!

Family Film Night — /atest resource
The Very Hungry Caterpillar explores How are you growing and changing?

These exciting resources are designed for families to have fun and explore big
questions together, all based around a family friendly film. Each film night has a
main theme and follows the same pattern. Watch the film together, have fun doing
the activities and then explore using the wondering questions. For families who
want to link to the Bible, there are ‘going deeper’ wondering questions to use. This
resource can also be used in Sunday Schools, messy church, bible study groups
and school assemblies. Why not consider hosting a family film night and
inviting your community to come along?

Free to download from the Synod website.



mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
mailto:dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk
mailto:dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bit.ly%2FURCTalkingAbout&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7C8e9d63ccfe694a4e9f1808de5411ec87%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C639040633111360989%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0W8l7ca4hQeF8jjL03fifbdi9YftQzs0881j19861l8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar.pdf
https://www.urcwessex.org.uk/document-library/

URC Children’s and Youth Bi-monthly Newsletter — May 2026

From the Children’s and Youth Team at Church House.
Bi-monthly Newsletter — May 2026

Youth Events — dates in 2026
Youth Events Programme — Spring 2026

Wessex Summer Camps 2026

Youth Camp: 10 — 13 July 2026. Bookings now open.
Further information on the synod website.

Job Vacancies

URC Job vacancies — volunteer and paid roles
Take a look at the various positions being advertised here: https://urc.org.uk/jobs/

Other News
URC Church & Community Engagement News

View the latest issue: Church & Community Engagement News

URC News Update

View latest News Update here

You can subscribe to News Update via the link on the URC website.

Joint Public Issues Team

View the latest JPIT newsletter

IBEX Newsletter

IBEX: Churches Working with the Economy newsletter

GEAR Spring 2026 Edition

Churches Together in England Newsletter
Latest newsletter available here: https://cte.org.uk/enews/

REMINDERS

Disability Awareness Sunday 2026

One Body, Many Parts: Churches invited to celebrate Disability Awareness
Sunday 2026

Churches across the UK are being invited to take part in Disability Awareness
Sunday 2026, with the release of a free, creative new resource available to
download from Christian charity Through the Roof (www.throughtheroof.org).
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The 2026 theme, ‘One Body, Many Parts’, draws on 1 Corinthians 12 and
celebrates the truth that the Church is not complete without disabled people.
The official date is 27 September 2026, though churches are encouraged to take
part on any Sunday that works for them.

Seeing things differently

At the heart of the new resource is the vision of Triona Brading, a young autistic
Christian, Roofbreaker disability champion with Through the Roof, and ministry
trainee. Triona brings insight, joy and imagination to the biblical image of the Body
of Christ. She shares her perspective as an autistic Christian in the main video
she made for churches to show for Disability Awareness Sunday:

“The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you. The head cannot say to the
feet, ‘I don’t need you.” Can you imagine it?

Body parts going rogue and breaking free of the body, hopping away and trying to
live independently of one another!”

Her gentle humour opens up a powerful challenge: what does it really mean for the
Church to live as one body, where every person — disabled or not — is
welcomed, needed and able to play their part?

FREE resource for churches!
The free Disability Awareness Sunday 2026 Resource includes:

e Two short videos
¢ A ready-to-use service outline
e Practical ideas for all-age worship and youth activities.

The resources are designed to help churches move beyond awareness towards
Access, Belonging and Commission: the ABC of Disability Inclusion, and to
spark conversations that can lead to lasting change.

Churches can request the free resource now at:

B throughtheroof.org/forchurches/disability-awareness-sunday

# Show the video. Pray together. Celebrate every member of Christ’'s Body.

As churches across the UK — and beyond — join in, Through the Roof hopes

Disability Awareness Sunday 2026 will inspire many to say with confidence: we
are one body, with many parts — and everyone matters.

For more information please contact:

Janet Eardley janet@throughtheroof.org Annette Stuart
annette@throughtheroof.org
Tel (main office): 01372 749955

Please visit www.throughtheroof.org for information, news and resources.
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News from around the Synod

Does your church have a good news story?

If your church has something it would like to share with people via the Synod
Website please send the article to the Synod Office .

NB If using photographs please ensure you have signed permission from those people featured
for it to be published on the Synod Website (not just for your own personal church’s use) and
supply this at the same time as submitting the article.

New Stories are added as when they are received, so do keep an eye on the page regularly.

Prayer Calendar

July Calendar

e General Assembly

e Christchurch, Thame

e Verwood

¢ Radipole (final thanksgiving service)

e Bridport United Church

12 e Sea Sunday (https://sailors-society.org/support-us/sea-sunday/)
e Wessex Synod Youth Camp (Bookings open Youth Camp 2026)

e Skinner Street, Poole

19 e Church on the Heath, Elvetham Heath
e Collinwood Road, Oxford
26 e East Cliff, Bournemouth

e \Warsash

August Calendar

5 e Fareham
e Parkstone, Poole
9 o Fleet
e Marston, Oxford
16 e Fovant, Wiltshire
e Marsh Gibbon, Bucks
23 e Godalming United Church
e United Church Ferndown
30 e Gosport URC, St Columba

e Maidenhead
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August from Eco Congregation Scotland
Continually Creative God

who through such amazing love

makes new all that we would discard and discount;
grant, by the power of that Wild Wind, your Spirit

to revive and remake even the convictions of our hearts.
Weave purposefully all that has been twisted and knotted
by greed, by pride, by sin and despair

and shape a fabric of justice, compassion and faith

to adorn and sustain your whole Creation

through Christ, Incarnate, and Risen

ever alive and at work with you and the Spirit

With us to the End of the Age

Amen

Items for the next edition to office@urcwessex.orqg.uk
by 12noon on Monday 13t July 2026
Please submit news items in the form of:
a heading; date and venue details; a brief descriptive sentence and a website link.
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